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Explanation

The Code of Federal Regulations is a codification of the general and permanent
rules published in the Federal Register by the Executive departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government. The Code is divided into 50 titles which represent
broad areas subject to Federal regulation. Each title is divided into chapters
which usually bear the name of the issuing agency. Each chapter is further sub-
divided into parts covering specific regulatory areas.

Each volume of the Code is revised at least once each calendar year and issued
on a quarterly basis approximately as follows:

Title 1 through Title 16............. as of January 1
Title 17 through Title 27 ... e as of April 1
Title 28 through Title 41 ... e as of July 1
Title 42 through Title 50 ..., as of October 1

The appropriate revision date is printed on the cover of each volume.
LEGAL STATUS

The contents of the Federal Register are required to be judicially noticed (44
U.S.C. 1507). The Code of Federal Regulations is prima facie evidence of the text
of the original documents (44 U.S.C. 1510).

HOW TO USE THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

The Code of Federal Regulations is kept up to date by the individual issues
of the Federal Register. These two publications must be used together to deter-
mine the latest version of any given rule.

To determine whether a Code volume has been amended since its revision date
(in this case, April 1, 2005), consult the “‘List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA),”
which is issued monthly, and the ‘“‘Cumulative List of Parts Affected,”” which
appears in the Reader Aids section of the daily Federal Register. These two lists
will identify the Federal Register page number of the latest amendment of any
given rule.

EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES

Each volume of the Code contains amendments published in the Federal Reg-
ister since the last revision of that volume of the Code. Source citations for
the regulations are referred to by volume number and page number of the Federal
Register and date of publication. Publication dates and effective dates are usu-
ally not the same and care must be exercised by the user in determining the
actual effective date. In instances where the effective date is beyond the cut-
off date for the Code a note has been inserted to reflect the future effective
date. In those instances where a regulation published in the Federal Register
states a date certain for expiration, an appropriate note will be inserted following
the text.

OMB CONTROL NUMBERS
The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-511) requires Federal agencies
to display an OMB control number with their information collection request.

A\



Many agencies have begun publishing numerous OMB control numbers as amend-
ments to existing regulations in the CFR. These OMB numbers are placed as
close as possible to the applicable recordkeeping or reporting requirements.

OBSOLETE PROVISIONS

Provisions that become obsolete before the revision date stated on the cover
of each volume are not carried. Code users may find the text of provisions in
effect on a given date in the past by using the appropriate numerical list of
sections affected. For the period before January 1, 2001, consult either the List
of CFR Sections Affected, 1949-1963, 1964-1972, 1973-1985, or 1986-2000, published
in 11 separate volumes. For the period beginning January 1, 2001, a ‘“‘List of CFR
Sections Affected’ is published at the end of each CFR volume.

CFR INDEXES AND TABULAR GUIDES

A subject index to the Code of Federal Regulations is contained in a separate
volume, revised annually as of January 1, entitled CFR INDEX AND FINDING AIDS.
This volume contains the Parallel Table of Statutory Authorities and Agency
Rules (Table 1). A list of CFR titles, chapters, and parts and an alphabetical
list of agencies publishing in the CFR are also included in this volume.

An index to the text of “Title 3—The President’ is carried within that volume.

The Federal Register Index is issued monthly in cumulative form. This index
is based on a consolidation of the “Contents’ entries in the daily Federal Reg-
ister.

A List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA) is published monthly, keyed to the
revision dates of the 50 CFR titles.

REPUBLICATION OF MATERIAL

There are no restrictions on the republication of textual material appearing
in the Code of Federal Regulations.

INQUIRIES

For a legal interpretation or explanation of any regulation in this volume,
contact the issuing agency. The issuing agency’s name appears at the top of
odd-numbered pages.

For inquiries concerning CFR reference assistance, call 202-741-6000 or write
to the Director, Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records
Administration, Washington, DC 20408 or e-mail fedreg.info@nara.gov.

SALES

The Government Printing Office (GPO) processes all sales and distribution of
the CFR. For payment by credit card, call toll-free, 866-512-1800, or DC area, 202-
512-1800, M-F 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. e.s.t. or fax your order to 202-512-2250, 24 hours
a day. For payment by check, write to the Superintendent of Documents, Attn:
New Orders, P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. For GPO Customer Service
call 202-512-1803.

ELECTRONIC SERVICES

The full text of the Code of Federal Regulations, the LSA (List of CFR Sections
Affected), The United States Government Manual, the Federal Register, Public
Laws, Public Papers, Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents and the Pri-
vacy Act Compilation are available in electronic format at www.gpoaccess.gov/
nara (“‘GPO Access’’). For more information, contact Electronic Information Dis-
semination Services, U.S. Government Printing Office. Phone 202-512-1530, or 888-
293-6498 (toll-free). E-mail, gpoaccess@gpo.gov.

Vi



The Office of the Federal Register also offers a free service on the National
Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) World Wide Web site for public
law numbers, Federal Register finding aids, and related information. Connect

to NARA’s web site at www.archives.gov/federal register. The NARA site also
contains links to GPO Access.

RAYMOND A. MOSLEY,

Director,

Office of the Federal Register.
April 1, 2005.






THIS TITLE

Title 26—INTERNAL REVENUE is composed of twenty volumes. The contents of
these volumes represent all current regulations issued by the Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, as of April 1, 2005. The first thirteen vol-
umes comprise part 1 (Subchapter A—Income Tax) and are arranged by sections
as follows: §§1.0-1.60; §§1.61-1.169; §§1.170-1.300; §§1.301-1.400; §§1.401-1.440; §§1.441-
1.500; §§1.501-1.640; §§1.641-1.850; §§1.851-1.907; §§1.908-1.1000; §§1.1001-1.1400; §§1.1401—
1.1550; and §1.1551 to end. The fourteenth volume containing parts 2-29, includes
the remainder of subchapter A and all of Subchapter B—Estate and Gift Taxes.
The last six volumes contain parts 30-39 (Subchapter C—Employment Taxes and
Collection of Income Tax at Source); parts 40-49; parts 50-299 (Subchapter D—
Miscellaneous Excise Taxes); parts 300-499 (Subchapter F—Procedure and Admin-
istration); parts 500-599 (Subchapter G—Regulations under Tax Conventions); and
part 600 to end (Subchapter H—Internal Revenue Practice).

The OMB control numbers for Title 26 appear in §602.101 of this chapter. For
the convenience of the user, §602.101 appears in the Finding Aids section of the
volumes containing parts 1 to 599.

For this volume, EImer Barksdale was Chief Editor. The Code of Federal Regu-
lations publication program is under the direction of Frances D. McDonald, as-
sisted by Alomha S. Morris.






Title 26—Internal
Revenue

(This book contains part 1, §§1.401 to 1.440)

Part

CHAPTER I—Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury (Continued) ......coviiiiii e 1






CHAPTER I—INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY (CONTINUED)

EDITORIAL NOTE: IRS published a document at 45 FR 6088, Jan. 25, 1980, deleting statutory
sections from their regulations. In Chapter | cross references to the deleted material have
been changed to the corresponding sections of the IRS Code of 1954 or to the appropriate regu-
lations sections. When either such change produced a redundancy, the cross reference has
been deleted. For further explanation, see 45 FR 20795, Mar. 31, 1980.

SUBCHAPTER A—INCOME TAX (CONTINUED)

Part Page
1 INCOMIE TaAXES oottt ettt rnneees 5

SUPPLEMENTARY PUBLICATIONS: Internal Revenue Service Looseleaf Regulations System.
Additional supplementary publications are issued covering Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Regula-
tions, and Regulations Under Tax Conventions.






SUBCHAPTER A—INCOME TAX (CONTINUED)

PART 1—INCOME TAXES

NORMAL TAXES AND SURTAXES (CONTINUED)
DEFERRED COMPENSATION, ETC.

PENSION, PROFIT-SHARING, STOCK BONUS
PLANS, ETC.

Sec.

1.401-0 Scope and definitions.

1.401-1 Qualified pension,
and stock bonus plans.

1.401-2 Impossibility of diversion under the
trust instrument.

1.401-3 Requirements as to coverage.

1.401-4 Discrimination as to contributions
or benefits (before 1994).

1.401-5 Period for which requirements of
section 401(a) (3), (4), (5), and (6) are ap-
plicable with respect to plans put into ef-
fect before September 2, 1974.

1.401-6 Termination of a qualified plan.

1.401-7 Forfeitures under a qualified pension
plan.

1.401-8 Custodial accounts prior to January
1, 1974.

1.401-9 Face-amount certificates—non-
transferable annuity contracts.

1.401-10 Definitions relating to plans cov-
ering self-employed individuals.

1.401-11 General rules relating to plans cov-
ering self-employed individuals.

1.401-12 Requirements for qualification of
trusts and plans benefiting owner-em-
ployees.

1.401-13 Excess contributions on behalf of
owner-employees.

1.401-14 Inclusion of medical benefits for re-
tired employees in qualified pension or
annuity plans.

1.401(a)-1 Post-ERISA qualified plans and
qualified trusts; in general.

1.401(a)-2 Impossibility of diversion under
qualified plan or trust.

1.401(a)-4 Optional forms of benefit (before
1994).

1.401(a)-11 Qualified joint and survivor an-
nuities.

1.401(a)-12 Mergers and consolidations of
plans and transfers of plan assets.

1.401(a)-13 Assignment or alienation of ben-
efits.

1.401(a)-14 Commencement of benefits under
qualified trusts.

1.401(a)-15 Requirement that plan benefits
are not decreased on account of certain
Social Security increases.

1.401(a)-16 Limitations on benefits and con-
tributions under qualified plans.

1.401(a)-19 Nonforfeitability in case of cer-
tain withdrawals.

profit-sharing,

1.401(a)-20 Requirements of qualified joint
and survivor annuity and qualified pre-
retirement survivor annuity.

1.401(a)-30 Limit on elective deferrals.

1.401(a)-50 Puerto Rican trusts; election to
be treated as a domestic trust.

1.401(a)(2)-1 Refund of mistaken employer
contributions and withdrawal liability
payments to multiemployer plans.

1.401(a)(4)-0 Table of contents.

1.401(a)(4)-1 Nondiscrimination require-
ments of section 401(a)(4).
1.401(a)(4)-2 Nondiscrimination in amount

of employer contributions under a de-
fined contribution plan.

1.401(a)(4)-3 Nondiscrimination in amount
of employer-provided benefits under a de-
fined benefit plan.

1.401(a)(4)-4 Nondiscriminatory availability
of benefits, rights, and features.

1.401(a)(4)-5 Plan amendments and plan ter-

minations.

1.401(a)(4)-6 Contributory defined benefit
plans.

1.401(a)(4)-7 Imputation of permitted dis-

parity.

1.401(a)(4)-8 Cross-testing.

1.401(a)(4)-9 Plan aggregation and restruc-
turing.

1.401(a)(4)-10

1.401(a)(4)-11

1.401(a)(4)-12

1.401(a)(4)-13
rules.

1.401(a)(5)-1 Special rules relating to non-
discrimination requirements.

1.401(a)(9)-0 Required minimum distribu-
tions; table of contents.

1.401(a)(9)-1 Minimum distribution require-
ment in general.

1.401(a)(9)-2 Distributions commencing dur-
ing an employee’s lifetime.

1.401(a)(9)-3 Death before required begin-
ning date.

1.401(a)(9)-4 Determination of the
ignated beneficiary.

1.401(a)(9)-5 Required minimum distribu-
tions from defined contribution plans.

1.401(a)(9)-6 Required minimum distribu-
tions for defined benefit plans and annu-
ity contracts.

1.401(a)(9)-7 Rollovers and transfers.

1.401(a)(9)-8 Special rules.

1.401(a)(9)-9 Life expectancy and distribu-
tion period tables.

1.401(a)(17)-1 Limitation on annual
pensation.

1.401(a)(26)-0 Table of contents.

1.401(a)(26)-1 Minimum participation re-
quirements.

1.401(a)(26)-2 Minimum participation rule.

1.401(a)(26)-3 Rules applicable to a defined
benefit plan’s prior benefit structure.

Testing of former employees.
Additional rules.

Definitions.

Effective dates and fresh-start

des-

com-



Pt. 1

1.401(a)(26)-4

1.401(a)(26)-5
plan.

1.401(a)(26)-6

1.401(a)(26)-7

1.401(a)(26)-8

1.401(a)(26)-9
rules.

1.401(a)(31)-1 Requirement to offer direct
rollover of eligible rollover distributions;
questions and answers.

1.401(b)-1 Certain retroactive changes in
plan.

1.401(e)-1 Definitions relating to plans cov-
ering self-employed individuals.

1.401(e)-2 General rules relating to plans
covering self-employed individuals.

1.401(e)-3 Requirements for qualification of
trusts and plans benefiting owner-em-
ployees.

1.401(e)-4 Contributions for premiums on
annuity, etc., contracts and transitional
rule for certain excess contributions.

1.401(e)-5 Limitation of contribution and
benefit bases to first $100,000 of annual
compensation in case of plans covering
self-employed individuals.

1.401(e)-6 Special rules for shareholder-em-
ployers.

1.401(f)-1 Certain custodial accounts and an-
nuity contracts.

1.401(k)-0 Table of contents.

1.401(k)-1 Certain cash or deferred arrange-
ments.

1.401(k)-2 ADP test.

1.401(k)-3 Safe harbor requirements.

1.401(k)-4 SIMPLE 401(k) plan
ments.

1.401(k)-5 Special rules for mergers, acquisi-
tions and similar events. [Reserved]

1.401(k)-6 Definitions.

1.401(1)-0 Table of contents.

1.401()-1 Permitted disparity in employer-
provided contributions or benefits.

1.401()-2 Permitted disparity for defined
contribution plans.

1.401(1)-3 Permitted disparity for defined
benefit plans.

1.401(1)-4 Special rules for railroad plans.

1.401(1)-5 Overall permitted disparity limits.

1.401(1)-6 Effective dates and transition
rules.

1.401(m)-0 Table of contents.

1.401(m)-1 Employee contributions
matching contributions.

1.401(m)-2 ACP test.

1.401(m)-3 Safe harbor requirements.

1.401(m)-4 Special rules for mergers, acqui-
sitions and similar events.

1.401(m)-5 Definitions.

1.402(a)-1 Taxability of beneficiary under a
trust which meets the requirements of
section 401(a).

1.402(a)(5)-1T Rollovers of partial distribu-
tions from qualified trusts and annuities.
(Temporary)

Testing former employees.
Employees who benefit under a

Excludable employees.
Testing methods.

Definitions.
Effective dates and transition

require-

and

26 CFR Ch. | (4-1-05 Edition)

1.402(b)-1 Treatment of beneficiary of a
trust not exempt under section 501(a).
1.402(c)-1 Taxability of beneficiary of cer-
tain foreign situs trusts.

1.402(c)-2 Eligible rollover
questions and answers.

1.402(d)-1 Effect of section 402(d).

1.402(e)-1 Certain plan terminations.

1.402(f)-1 Required explanation of eligible
rollover distributions; questions and an-
swers.

1.402(g)-0 Limitation on exclusion for elec-
tive deferrals, table of contents.

1.402(g)-1 Limitation on exclusion for elec-
tive deferrals.

1.402(g)-2 Increased limit for catch-up con-
tributions.

1.403(a)-1 Taxability of beneficiary under a
qualified annuity plan.

1.403(a)-2 Capital gains treatment for cer-
tain distributions.

1.403(b)-1 Taxability of beneficiary under
annuity purchased by a section 501(c)(3)
organization or public school.

1.403(b)-2 Eligible rollover distributions;
questions and answers.

1.403(b)-3 Required minimum distributions
from annuity contracts purchased, or
custodial accounts or retirement income
accounts established, by a section
501(c)(3) organization or a public school.

1.403(c)-1 Taxability of beneficiary under a
nonqualified annuity.

1.403(d)-1 Taxability of employee when
rights under contracts purchased by ex-
empt organizations change from forfeit-
able to nonforfeitable.

1.404(a)-1 Contributions of an employer to
an employees’ trust or annuity plan and
compensation under a deferred payment
plan; general rule.

1.404(a)-1T Questions and answers relating
to deductibility of deferred compensation
and deferred benefits for employees.
(Temporary)

1.404(a)-2 Information to be furnished by
employer claiming deductions; taxable
years ending before December 31, 1971.

1.404(a)-2A Information to be furnished by
employer; taxable years ending on or
after December 31, 1971, and before De-
cember 31, 1975.

1.404(a)-3 Contributions of an employer to
or under an employees’ pension trust or
annuity plan that meets the require-
ments of section 401(a); application of
section 404(a)(1).

1.404(a)-4 Pension and annuity plans; limi-
tations under section 404(a)(1)(A).

1.404(a)-5 Pension and annuity plans; limi-
tations under section 404(a)(1)(B).

1.404(a)-6 Pension and annuity plans; limi-
tations under section 404(a)(1)(C).

1.404(a)-7 Pension and annuity plans; con-
tributions in excess of limitations under
section 404(a)(1); application of section
404(a)(1)(D).

distributions;
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1.404(a)-8 Contributions of an employer
under an employees’ annuity plan which
meets the requirements of section 401(a);
application of section 404(a)(2).

1.404(a)(8)-1T Deductions for plan contribu-
tions on behalf of self-employed individ-
uals. (Temporary)

1.404(a)-9 Contributions of an employer to
an employees’ profit-sharing or stock
bonus trust that meets the requirements
of section 401(a); application of section
404(a)(3)(A).

1.404(a)-10 Profit-sharing plan of an affili-
ated group; application of section
404(a)(3)(B).

1.404(a)-11 Trusts created or organized out-
side the United States; application of
section 404(a)(4).

1.404(a)-12 Contributions of an employer
under a plan that does not meet the re-
quirements of section 401(a); application
of section 404(a)(5).

1.404(a)-13 Contributions of an employer
where deductions are allowable under
section 404(a) (1) or (2) and also under
section 404(a)(3); application of section
404(a)(7).

1.404(a)-14 Special rules in connection with
the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974.

1.404(b)-1 Method of contribution, etc., hav-
ing the effect of a plan; effect of section
404(b).

1.404(b)-1T Method or arrangement of con-
tributions, etc., deferring the receipt of
compensation or providing for deferred
benefits. (Temporary)

1.404(c)-1 Certain negotiated plans; effect of
section 404(c).

1.404(d)-1T Questions and answers relating
to deductibility of deferred compensation
and deferred benefits for independent
contractors. (Temporary)

1.404(e)-1 Contributions on behalf of a self-
employed individual to or under a pen-
sion, annuity, or profit-sharing plan
meeting the requirements of section 401,
application of section 404(a) (8), (9), and
(10) and section 404 (e) and (f).

1.404(e)-1A Contributions on behalf of a self-
employed individual to or under a quali-
fied pension, annuity, or profit-sharing
plan.

1.404(g)-1 Deduction of employer
payments.

1.404(k)-1T Questions and answers relating
to the deductibility of certain dividend
distributions. (Temporary)

1.405-1 Qualified bond purchase plans.

1.405-2 Deduction of contributions to quali-
fied bond purchase plans.

1.405-3 Taxation of retirement bonds.

1.406-1 Treatment of certain employees of
foreign subsidiaries as employees of the
domestic corporation.

1.407-1 Treatment of certain employees of
domestic subsidiaries engaged in busi-

liability
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ness outside the United States as em-
ployees of the domestic parent corpora-
tion.

1.408-1 General rules.

1.408-2 Individual retirement accounts.

1.408-2T Individual retirement accounts
(temporary).

1.408-3 Individual retirement annuities.

1.408-4 Treatment of distributions from in-
dividual retirement arrangements.

1.408-5 Annual reports by trustees or
issuers.

1.408-6 Disclosure statements for individual
retirement arrangements.

1.408-7 Reports on distributions from indi-
vidual retirement plans.

1.408-8 Distribution requirements for indi-
vidual retirement plans.
1.408-11 Net income calculation for returned
or recharacterized IRA contributions.
1.408(q)-1 Deemed IRAs in qualified em-
ployer plans.

1.408A-0 Roth IRAs; table of contents.

1.408A-1 Roth IRAs in general.

1.408A-2 Establishing Roth IRAs.

1.408A-3 Contributions to Roth IRAs.

1.408A-4 Converting amounts to Roth IRAs.

1.408A-5 Recharacterized contributions.

1.408A-6 Distributions.

1.408A-7 Reporting.

1.408A-8 Definitions.

1.408A-9 Effective date.

1.409-1 Retirement bonds.

1.409(p)-1T Prohibited allocation of securi-
ties in an S corporation (temporary).

1.410(a)-1 Minimum participation stand-
ards; general rules.

1.410(a)-2 Effective dates.

1.410(a)-3 Minimum age and service condi-
tions.

1.410(a)-3T Minimum age and service condi-
tions (temporary).

1.410(a)-4 Maximum age
time of participation.

1.410(a)-5 Year of service; break in service.

1.410(a)-6 Amendment of break in service
rules; transition period.

1.410(a)-7 Elapsed time.

1.410(a)-8 Five consecutive 1-year breaks in
service, transitional rules under the Re-
tirement Equity Act of 1984.

1.410(a)-8T Year of service; break in service
(temporary).

1.410(a)-9 Maternity and paternity absence.

1.410(a)-9T Elapsed time (temporary).

1.410(b)-0 Table of contents.

1.410(b)-1 Minimum coverage requirements
(before 1994).

1.410(b)-2 Minimum coverage requirements
(after 1993).

1.410(b)-3 Employees and former employees
who benefit under a plan.

1.410(b)-4 Nondiscriminatory classification
test.

1.410(b)-5 Awverage benefit percentage test.

1.410(b)-6 Excludable employees.

conditions and
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1.410(b)-7 Definition of plan and rules gov-
erning plan disaggregation and aggrega-
tion.

1.410(b)-8 Additional rules.

1.410(b)-9 Definitions.

1.410(b)-10 Effective dates and transition
rules.

1.410(d)-1 Election by church to have par-
ticipation, vesting, funding, etc. provi-
sions apply.

1.411(a)-1 Minimum vesting standards; gen-
eral rules.

1.411(a)-2 Effective dates.

1.411(a)-3 Vesting in employer-derived bene-
fits.

1.411(a)-3T Vesting in
benefits (temporary).

1.411(a)-4 Forfeitures, suspensions, etc.

1.411(a)-4T Forfeitures, suspensions, etc.
(temporary).

1.411(a)-5 Service included in determination
of nonforfeitable percentage.

1.411(a)-6 Year of service; hours of service;
breaks in service.

1.411(a)-7 Definitions and special rules.

1.411(a)-8 Changes in vesting schedule.

1.411(a)-8T Changes in vesting schedule
(temporary).

1.411(a)-9 Amendment of break in service
rules; transitional period.

1.411(a)-11 Restriction and valuation of dis-
tributions.

1.411(b)-1 Accrued benefit requirements.

1.411(c)-1 Allocation of accrued benefits be-
tween employer and employee contribu-
tions.

1.411(d)-1 Coordination of vesting and dis-
crimination requirements. [Reserved]

1.411(d)-2 Termination or partial termi-
nation; discontinuance of contributions.

1.411(d)-3 Other special rules.

1.411(d)-4 Section 411(d)(6) protected bene-
fits.

1.411(d)-5 Class year plans; plan years begin-
ning after October 22, 1986.

1.412(b)-2 Amortization of experience gains
in connection with certain group de-
ferred annuity contracts.

1.412(b)-5 Election of the alternative amor-
tization method of funding.

1.412(c)(1)-1 Determinations to be made
under funding method—terms defined.

1.412(c)(1)-2 Shortfall method.

1.412(c)(1)-3 Applying the minimum funding
requirements to restored plans.

1.412(c)(1)-3T Applying the minimum fund-
ing requirements to restored plans (tem-
porary).

1.412(c)(2)-1 Valuation of plan assets; rea-
sonable actuarial valuation methods.

1.412(c)(3)-1 Reasonable funding methods.

1.412(c)(3)-2 Effective dates and transitional
rules relating to reasonable funding
methods.

1.412(i)-1 Certain insurance contract plans.

1.413-1 Special rules for collectively bar-
gained plans.

employer-derived

26 CFR Ch. | (4-1-05 Edition)
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§1.401-0

DEFERRED COMPENSATION, ETC.

PENSION, PROFIT-SHARING, STOCK BONUS
PLANS, ETC.

§1.401-0 Scope and definitions.

(a) In general. Sections 1.401 through
1.401-14 (inclusive) reflect the provi-
sions of section 401 prior to amendment
by the Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974. The sections fol-
lowing §1.401-14 and preceding
§1.402(a)-1 (hereafter referred to in this
section as the *“‘Post-ERISA Regula-
tions”’) reflect the provisions of section
401 after amendment by such Act.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of the
Post-ERISA regulations—

(1) Qualified plan. The term *‘‘quali-
fied plan’ means a plan which satisfies
the requirements of section 401(a).

(2) Qualified trust. The term ‘‘quali-
fied trust” means a trust which satis-
fies the requirements of section 401(a).

(Sec. 411 Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (88
Stat. 901; 26 U.S.C. 411))

[T.D. 7501, 42 FR 42320, Aug. 23, 1977]

§1.401-1 Qualified pension, profit-
sharing, and stock bonus plans.

(a) Introduction. (1) Sections 401
through 405 relate to pension, profit-
sharing, stock bonus, and annuity
plans, compensation paid under a de-
ferred-payment plan, and bond pur-
chase plans. Section 401(a) prescribes
the requirements which must be met
for qualification of a trust forming
part of a pension, profit-sharing, or
stock bonus plan.

(2) A qualified pension, profit-shar-
ing, or stock bonus plan is a definite
written program and arrangement
which is communicated to the employ-
ees and which is established and main-
tained by an employer—

(i) In the case of a pension plan, to
provide for the livelihood of the em-
ployees or their beneficiaries after the
retirement of such employees through
the payment of benefits determined
without regard to profits (see para-
graph (b)(2)(i) of this section);

(ii) In the case of a profit-sharing
plan, to enable employees or their
beneficiaries to participate in the prof-
its of the employer’s trade or business,
or in the profits of an affiliated em-
ployer who is entitled to deduct his
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contributions to the plan under section
404(a)(3)(B), pursuant to a definite for-
mula for allocating the contributions
and for distributing the funds accumu-
lated under the plan (see paragraph
(b)(1)(ii) of this section); and

(iii) In the case of a stock bonus plan,
to provide employees or their bene-
ficiaries benefits similar to those of
profit-sharing plans, except that such
benefits are distributable in stock of
the employer, and that the contribu-
tions by the employer are not nec-
essarily dependent upon profits. If the
employer’s contributions are dependent
upon profits, the plan may enable em-
ployees or their beneficiaries to par-
ticipate not only in the profits of the
employer, but also in the profits of an
affiliated employer who is entitled to
deduct his contributions to the plan
under section 404(a)(3)(B) (see para-
graph (b)(2)(iii) of this section).

(3) In order for a trust forming part
of a pension, profit-sharing, or stock
bonus plan to constitute a qualified
trust under section 401(a), the fol-
lowing tests must be met:

(i) It must be created or organized in
the United States, as defined in section
7701(a)(9), and it must be maintained at
all times as a domestic trust in the
United States;

(ii) It must be part of a pension, prof-
it-sharing, or stock bonus plan estab-
lished by an employer for the exclusive
benefit of his employees or their bene-
ficiaries (see paragraph (b)(2) through
(5) of this section);

(iii) It must be formed or availed of
for the purpose of distributing to the
employees or their beneficiaries the
corpus and income of the fund accumu-
lated by the trust in accordance with
the plan, and, in the case of a plan
which covers (as defined in paragraph
(a)(2) of §1.401-10) any self-employed in-
dividual, the time and method of such
distribution must satisfy the require-
ments of section 401(a)(9) with respect
to each employee covered by the plan
(see paragraph (e) of §1.401-11);

(iv) It must be impossible under the
trust instrument at any time before
the satisfaction of all liabilities with
respect to employees and their bene-
ficiaries under the trust, for any part
of the corpus or income to be used for,
or diverted to, purposes other than for
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the exclusive benefit of the employees
or their beneficiaries (see §1.401-2);

(v) It must be part of a plan which
benefits prescribed percentages of the
employees, or which benefits such em-
ployees as qualify under a classifica-
tion set up by the employer and found
by the Commissioner not to be dis-
criminatory in favor of certain speci-
fied classes of employees (see §1.401-3
and, in addition, see §1.401-12 for spe-
cial rules as to plans covering owner-
employees);

(vi) It must be part of a plan under
which contributions or benefits do not
discriminate in favor of certain speci-
fied classes of employees (see §1.401-4);

(vii) It must be part of a plan which
provides the nonforfeitable rights de-
scribed in section 401(a)(7) (see §1.401-
6);
(viii) If the trust forms part of a pen-
sion plan, the plan must provide that
forfeitures must not be applied to in-
crease the benefits any employee would
receive under such plan (see §1.401-7);

(ix) It must, if the plan benefits any
self-employed individual who is an
owner-employee, satisfy the additional
requirements for qualification con-
tained in section 401(a)(10) and (d).

(4) For taxable years beginning after
December 31, 1962, self-employed indi-
viduals may be included in qualified
plans. See §§1.401-10 through 1.401-13.

(b) General rules. (1)(i) A pension plan
within the meaning of section 401(a) is
a plan established and maintained by
an employer primarily to provide sys-
tematically for the payment of defi-
nitely determinable benefits to his em-
ployees over a period of years, usually
for life, after retirement. Retirement
benefits generally are measured by,
and based on, such factors as years of
service and compensation received by
the employees. The determination of
the amount of retirement benefits and
the contributions to provide such bene-
fits are not dependent upon profits.
Benefits are not definitely deter-
minable if funds arising from forfeit-
ures on termination of service, or other
reason, may be used to provide in-
creased benefits for the remaining par-
ticipants (see §1.401-7, relating to the
treatment of forfeitures under a quali-
fied pension plan). A plan designed to
provide benefits for employees or their
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beneficiaries to be paid upon retire-
ment or over a period of years after re-
tirement will, for the purposes of sec-
tion 401(a), be considered a pension
plan if the employer contributions
under the plan can be determined actu-
arially on the basis of definitely deter-
minable benefits, or, as in the case of
money purchase pension plans, such
contributions are fixed without being
geared to profits. A pension plan may
provide for the payment of a pension
due to disability and may also provide
for the payment of incidental death
benefits through insurance or other-
wise. However, a plan is not a pension
plan if it provides for the payment of
benefits not customarily included in a
pension plan such as layoff benefits or
benefits for sickness, accident, hos-
pitalization, or medical expenses (ex-
cept medical benefits described in sec-
tion 401(h) as defined in paragraph (a)
of §1.401-14).

(ii) A profit-sharing plan is a plan es-
tablished and maintained by an em-
ployer to provide for the participation
in his profits by his employees or their
beneficiaries. The plan must provide a
definite predetermined formula for al-
locating the contributions made to the
plan among the participants and for
distributing the funds accumulated
under the plan after a fixed number of
years, the attainment of a stated age,
or upon the prior occurrence of some
event such as layoff, illness, disability,
retirement, death, or severance of em-
ployment. A formula for allocating the
contributions among the participants
is definite if, for example, it provides
for an allocation in proportion to the
basic compensation of each partici-
pant. A plan (whether or not it con-
tains a definite predetermined formula
for determining the profits to be shared
with the employees) does not qualify
under section 401(a) if the contribu-
tions to the plan are made at such
times or in such amounts that the plan
in operation discriminates in favor of
officers, shareholders, persons whose
principal duties consist in supervising
the work of other employees, or highly
compensated employees. For the rules
with respect to discrimination, see
§§1.401-3 and 1.401-4. A profit-sharing
plan within the meaning of section 401
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is primarily a plan of deferred com-
pensation, but the amounts allocated
to the account of a participant may be
used to provide for him or his family
incidental life or accident or health in-
surance.

(iii) A stock bonus plan is a plan es-
tablished and maintained by an em-
ployer to provide benefits similar to
those of a profit-sharing plan, except
that the contributions by the employer
are not necessarily dependent upon
profits and the benefits are distribut-
able in stock of the employer company.
For the purpose of allocating and dis-
tributing the stock of the employer
which is to be shared among his em-
ployees or their beneficiaries, such a
plan is subject to the same require-
ments as a profit-sharing plan.

(iv) As to inclusion of full-time life
insurance salesmen within the class of
persons considered to be employees, see
section 7701(a)(20).

(2) The term “*plan” implies a perma-
nent as distinguished from a temporary
program. Thus, although the employer
may reserve the right to change or ter-
minate the plan, and to discontinue
contributions thereunder, the abandon-
ment of the plan for any reason other
than business necessity within a few
years after it has taken effect will be
evidence that the plan from its incep-
tion was not a bona fide program for
the exclusive benefit of employees in
general. Especially will this be true if,
for example, a pension plan is aban-
doned soon after pensions have been
fully funded for persons in favor of
whom discrimination is prohibited
under section 401(a). The permanency
of the plan will be indicated by all of
the surrounding facts and cir-
cumstances, including the likelihood of
the employer’s ability to continue con-
tributions as provided under the plan.
In the case of a profit-sharing plan,
other than a profit-sharing plan which
covers employees and owner-employees
(see section 401(d)(2)(B)), it is not nec-
essary that the employer contribute
every year or that he contribute the
same amount or contribute in accord-
ance with the same ratio every year.
However, merely making a single or
occasional contribution out of profits
for employees does not establish a plan
of profit-sharing. To be a profit-sharing
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plan, there must be recurring and sub-
stantial contributions out of profits for
the employees. In the event a plan is
abandoned, the employer should
promptly notify the district director,
stating the circumstances which led to
the discontinuance of the plan.

(3) If the plan is so designed as to
amount to a subterfuge for the dis-
tribution of profits to shareholders, it
will not qualify as a plan for the exclu-
sive benefit of employees even though
other employees who are not share-
holders are also included under the
plan. The plan must benefit the em-
ployees in general, although it need
not provide benefits for all of the em-
ployees. Among the employees to be
benefited may be persons who are offi-
cers and shareholders. However, a plan
is not for the exclusive benefit of em-
ployees in general if, by any device
whatever, it discriminates either in eli-
gibility requirements, contributions, or
benefits in favor of employees who are
officers, shareholders, persons whose
principal duties consist in supervising
the work of other employees, or the
highly compensated employees. See
section 401(a) (3), (4), and (5). Similarly,
a stock bonus or profit-sharing plan is
not a plan for the exclusive benefit of
employees in general if the funds
therein may be used to relieve the em-
ployer from contributing to a pension
plan operating concurrently and cov-
ering the same employees. All of the
surrounding and attendant cir-
cumstances and the details of the plan
will be indicative of whether it is a
bona fide stock bonus, pension, or prof-
it-sharing plan for the exclusive ben-
efit of employees in general. The law is
concerned not only with the form of a
plan but also with its effects in oper-
ation. For example, section 401(a)(5)
specifies certain provisions which of
themselves are not discriminatory.
However, this does not mean that a
plan containing these provisions may
not be discriminatory in actual oper-
ation.

(4) A plan is for the exclusive benefit
of employees or their beneficiaries
even though it may cover former em-
ployees as well as present employees
and employees who are temporarily on
leave, as, for example, in the Armed
Forces of the United States. A plan
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covering only former employees may
qualify under section 401(a) if it com-
plies with the provisions of section
401(a)(3)(B), with respect to coverage,
and section 401(a)(4), with respect to
contributions and benefits, as applied
to all of the former employees. The
term ‘“‘beneficiaries’”” of an employee
within the meaning of section 401 in-
cludes the estate of the employee, de-
pendents of the employee, persons who
are the natural objects of the employ-
ee’s bounty, and any persons des-
ignated by the employee to share in
the benefits of the plan after the death
of the employee.

(5)(i) No specific limitations are pro-
vided in section 401(a) with respect to
investments which may be made by the
trustees of a trust qualifying under
section 401(a). Generally, the contribu-
tions may be used by the trustees to
purchase any investments permitted by
the trust agreement to the extent al-
lowed by local law. However, such a
trust will be subject to tax under sec-
tion 511 with respect to any ‘“‘unrelated
business taxable income” (as defined in
section 512) realized by it from its in-
vestments.

(ii) Where the trust funds are in-
vested in stock or securities of, or
loaned to, the employer or other person
described in section 503(b), full disclo-
sure must be made of the reasons for
such arrangement and the conditions
under which such investments are
made in order that a determination
may be made whether the trust serves
any purpose other than constituting
part of a plan for the exclusive benefit
of employees. The trustee shall report
any of such investments on the return
which under section 6033 it is required
to file and shall with respect to any
such investment furnish the informa-
tion required by such return. See
§1.6033-1.

(c) Portions of years. A qualified sta-
tus must be maintained throughout the
entire taxable year of the trust in
order for the trust to obtain any ex-
emption for such year. But see section
401(a)(6) and §1.401-3.

(d) Plan of several employers. A trust
forming part of a plan of several em-
ployers for their employees will be
qualified if all the requirements are
otherwise satisfied.
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(e) Determination of exemptions and re-
turns. (1) An employees’ trust may re-
quest a determination letter as to its
qualification under section 401 and ex-
emption under section 501. For the pro-
cedure for obtaining such a determina-
tion letter see paragraph (I) of §601.201
of this chapter (Statement of Proce-
dural Rules).

(2) A trust which qualifies under sec-

tion 401(a) and which is exempt under
section 501(a) must file a return in ac-
cordance with section 6033 and the reg-
ulations thereunder. See §§1.6033-1 and
1.6033-2(a)(3). In case such a trust real-
izes any unrelated business taxable in-
come, as defined in section 512, such
trust is also required to file a return
with respect to such income. See para-
graph (e) of §1.6012-2 and paragraph
(a)(5) of §1.6012-3 for requirements with
respect to such returns. For informa-
tion required to be furnished periodi-
cally by an employer with respect to
the qualification of a plan, see
§§1.404(a)-2, 1.404(a)-2A, and 1.6033-
2(2)(2)(ii)().
[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11670, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10118, Sept. 17,
1963; T.D. 6722, 29 FR 5071, Apr. 14, 1964; T.D.
7168, 37 FR 5024, Mar. 9, 1972; T.D. 7428, 41 FR
34619, Aug. 16, 1976]

§1.401-2 Impossibility of diversion
under the trust instrument.

(@) In general. (1) Under section
401(a)(2) a trust is not qualified unless
under the trust instrument it is impos-
sible (in the taxable year and at any
time thereafter before the satisfaction
of all liabilities to employees or their
beneficiaries covered by the trust) for
any part of the trust corpus or income
to be used for, or diverted to, purposes
other than for the exclusive benefit of
such employees or their beneficiaries.
This section does not apply to funds of
the trust which are allocated to pro-
vide medical benefits described in sec-
tion 401(h) as defined in paragraph (a)
of §1.401-14. For the rules prohibiting
diversion of such funds and the require-
ment of reversion to the employer after
satisfaction of all liabilities under the
medical benefits account, see para-
graph (c) (4) and (5) of §1.401-14. For
rules permitting reversion to the em-
ployer of amounts held in a section 415
suspense acount, see §1.401(a)-2(b).
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(2) As used in section 401(a)(2), the
phrase “‘if under the trust instrument
it is impossible’ means that the trust
instrument must definitely and affirm-
atively make it impossible for the non-
exempt diversion or use to occur,
whether by operation or natural termi-
nation of the trust, by power of revoca-
tion or amendment, by the happening
of a contingency, by collateral arrange-
ment, or by any other means. Although
it is not essential that the employer re-
linquish all power to modify or termi-
nate the rights of certain employees
covered by the trust, it must be impos-
sible for the trust funds to be used or
diverted for purposes other than for the
exclusive benefit of his employees or
their beneficiaries.

(3) As used in section 401(a)(2), the
phrase ‘‘purposes other than for the ex-
clusive benefit of his employees or
their beneficiaries’ includes all objects
or aims not solely designed for the
proper satisfaction of all liabilities to
employees or their beneficiaries cov-
ered by the trust.

(b) Meaning of ““liabilities”. (1) The in-
tent and purpose in section 401(a)(2) of
the phrase “‘prior to the satisfaction of
all liabilities with respect to employ-
ees and their beneficiaries under the
trust’ is to permit the employer to re-
serve the right to recover at the termi-
nation of the trust, and only at such
termination, any balance remaining in
the trust which is due to erroneous ac-
tuarial computations during the pre-
vious life of the trust. A balance due to
an ‘“‘erroneous actuarial computation”
is the surplus arising because actual
requirements differ from the expected
requirements even though the latter
were based upon previous actuarial
valuations of liabilities or determina-
tions of costs of providing pension ben-
efits under the plan and were made by
a person competent to make such de-
terminations in accordance with rea-
sonable assumptions as to mortality,
interest, etc., and correct procedures
relating to the method of funding. For
example, a trust has accumulated as-
sets of $1,000,000 at the time of liquida-
tion, determined by acceptable actu-
arial procedures using reasonable as-
sumptions as to interest, mortality,
etc., as being necessary to provide the
benefits in accordance with the provi-
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sions of the plan. Upon such liquida-
tion it is found that $950,000 will satisfy
all of the liabilities under the plan. The
surplus of $50,000 arises, therefore, be-
cause of the difference between the
amounts actuarially determined and
the amounts actually required to sat-
isfy the liabilities. This $50,000, there-
fore, is the amount which may be re-
turned to the employer as the result of
an erroneous actuarial computation. If,
however, the surplus of $50,000 had been
accumulated as a result of a change in
the benefit provisions or in the eligi-
bility requirements of the plan, the
$50,000 could not revert to the employer
because such surplus would not be the
result of an erroneous actuarial com-
putation.

(2) The term “‘liabilities” as used in
section 401(a)(2) includes both fixed and
contingent obligations to employees.
For example, if 1,000 employees are
covered by a trust forming part of a
pension plan, 300 of whom have satis-
fied all the requirements for a monthly
pension, while the remaining 700 em-
ployees have not yet completed the re-
quired period of service, contingent ob-
ligations to such 700 employees have
nevertheless arisen which constitute
“liabilities’”” within the meaning of
that term. It must be impossible for
the employer (or other non employee)
to recover any amounts other than
such amounts as remain in the trust
because of ‘“‘erroneous actuarial com-
putations’ after the satisfaction of all
fixed and contingent obligations. Fur-
thermore, the trust instrument must
contain a definite affirmative provision
to this effect, irrespective of whether
the obligations to employees have their
source in the trust instrument itself, in
the plan of which the trust forms a
part, or in some collateral instrument
or arrangement forming a part of such
plan, and regardless of whether such
obligations are, technically speaking,
liabilities of the employer, of the trust,
or of some other person forming a part
of the plan or connected with it.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11672, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6722, 29 FR 5072, Apr. 14,
1964; T.D. 7748, 46 FR 1695, Jan. 7, 1981]

§1.401-3 Requirements as to coverage.

(a)(1) In order to insure that stock
bonus, pension, and profit-sharing
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plans are utilized for the welfare of em-
ployees in general, and to prevent the
trust device from being used for the
principal benefit of shareholders, offi-
cers, persons whose principal duties
consist in supervising the work of
other employees, or highly paid em-
ployees, or as a means of tax avoid-
ance, a trust will not be qualified un-
less it is part of a plan which satisfies
the coverage requirements of section
401(a)(3). However, if the plan covers
any individual who is an owner-em-
ployee, as defined in section 401(c)(3),
the requirements of section 401(a)(3)
and this section are not applicable to
such plan, but the plan must satisfy
the requirements of section 401(d) (see
§1.401-12).

(2) The percentage requirements in
section 401(a)(3)(A) refer to a percent-
age of all the active employees, includ-
ing employees temporarily on leave,
such as those in the Armed Forces of
the United States, if such employees
are eligible under the plan.

(3) The application of section
401(a)(3)(A) may be illustrated by the
following example:

Example. A corporation adopts a plan at a
time when it has 1,000 employees. The plan
provides that all full-time employees who
have been employed for a period of two years
and have reached the age of 30 shall be eligi-
ble to participate. The plan also requires
participating employees to contribute 3 per-
cent of their monthly pay. At the time the
plan is made effective 100 of the 1,000 employ-
ees had not been employed for a period of
two years. Fifty of the employees were sea-
sonal employees whose customary employ-
ment did not exceed five months in any cal-
endar year. Twenty-five of the employees
were part-time employees whose customary
employment did not exceed 20 hours in any
one week. One hundred and fifty of the full-
time employees who had been employed for
two years or more had not yet reached age
30. The requirements of section 401(a)(3)(A)
will be met if 540 employees are covered by
the plan, as shown by the following computa-
tion:

(i) Total employees with respect to whom the per-

centage requirements are applicable (1,000

minus 175 (100 plus 50 plus 25)) .......cccccceeuene 825
(i) Employees not eligible to participate because

of age requirements ...........cccecreinciinicnnenens 150
(iii) Total employees eligible to participate ............ 675
(iv) Percentage of employees in item (i) eligible to

participate ........ccccoceiiiiee e 81+%
(v) Minimum number of participating employees

to qualify the plan (80 percent of 675) .............. 540
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If only 70 percent, or 578, of the 825 employ-
ees satisfied the age and service require-
ments, then 462 (80 percent of 578) partici-
pating employees would satisfy the percent-
age requirements.

(b) If a plan fails to qualify under the
percentage requirements of section
401(a)(3)(A), it may still qualify under
section 401(a)(3)(B) provided always
that (as required by section 401(a) (3)
and (4)) the plan’s eligibility condi-
tions, benefits, and contributions do
not discriminate in favor of employees
who are officers, shareholders, persons
whose principal duties consist in super-
vising the work of other employees, or
the highly compensated employees.

(c) Since, for the purpose of section
401, a profit-sharing plan is a plan
which provides for distributing the
funds accumulated under the plan after
a fixed number of years, the attain-
ment of a stated age, or upon the prior
occurrence of some event such as ill-
ness, disability, retirement, death, lay-
off, or severance of employment, em-
ployees who receive the amounts allo-
cated to their accounts before the expi-
ration of such a period of time or the
occurrence of such a contingency shall
not be considered covered by a profit-
sharing plan in determining whether
the plan meets the coverage require-
ments of section 401(a)(3) (A) and (B).
Thus, in case a plan permits employees
to receive immediately the amounts al-
located to their accounts, or to have
such amounts paid to a profit- sharing
plan for them, the employees who re-
ceive the shares immediately shall not,
for the purpose of section 401, be con-
sidered covered by a profit-sharing
plan.

(d) Section 401(a)(5) sets out certain
classifications that will not in them-
selves be considered discriminatory.
However, those so designated are not
intended to be exclusive. Thus, plans
may qualify under section 401(a)(3)(B)
even though coverage thereunder is
limited to employees who have either
reached a designated age or have been
employed for a designated number of
years, or who are employed in certain
designated departments or are in other
classifications, provided the effect of
covering only such employees does not
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discriminate in favor of officers, share-
holders, employees whose principal du-
ties consist in supervising the work of
other employees, or highly com-
pensated employees. For example, if
there are 1,000 employees, and the plan
is written for only salaried employees,
and consequently only 500 employees
are covered, that fact alone will not
justify the conclusion that the plan
does not meet the coverage require-
ments of section 401(a)(3)(B). Con-
versely, if a contributory plan is of-
fered to all of the employees but the
contributions required of the employee
participants are so burdensome as to
make the plan acceptable only to the
highly paid employees, the classifica-
tion will be considered discriminatory
in favor of such highly paid employees.

(e)(1) Section 401(a)(5) contains a pro-
vision to the effect that a classifica-
tion shall not be considered discrimi-
natory within the meaning of section
401(a)(3)(B) merely because all employ-
ees whose entire annual remuneration
constitutes ‘‘wages’ under section
3121(a)(1) (for purposes of the Federal
Insurance Contributions Act, chapter
21 of the Code) are excluded from the
plan. A reference to section 3121(a)(1)
for years after 1954 shall be deemed a
reference to section 1426(a)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1939 for years
before 1955. This provision, in conjunc-
tion with section 401(a)(3)(B), is in-
tended to permit the qualification of
plans which supplement the old-age,
survivors, and disability insurance ben-
efits under the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. ch. 7). Thus, a classification
which excludes all employees whose en-
tire remuneration constitutes ‘‘wages”
under section 3121(a)(1), will not be
considered discriminatory merely be-
cause of such exclusion. Similarly, a
plan which includes all employees will
not be considered discriminatory solely
because the contributions or benefits
based on that part of their remunera-
tion which is excluded from wages
under section 3121(a)(1) differ from the
contributions or benefits based on that
part of their remuneration which is not
so excluded. However, in making his
determination with respect to dis-
crimination in classification under sec-
tion 401(a)(3)(B), the Commissioner will
consider whether the total benefits re-
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sulting to each employee under the
plan and under the Social Security
Act, or under the Social Security Act
only, establish an integrated and cor-
related retirement system satisfying
the tests of section 401(a). If, therefore,
a classification of employees under a
plan results in relatively or proportion-
ately greater benefits for employees
earning above any specified salary
amount or rate than for those below
any such salary amount or rate, it may
be found to be discriminatory within
the meaning of section 401(a)(3)(B). If,
however, the relative or proportionate
differences in benefits which result
from such classification are approxi-
mately offset by the old-age, survivors,
and disability insurance benefits which
are provided by the Social Security Act
and which are not attributable to em-
ployee contributions under the Federal
Insurance Contributions Act, the plan
will be considered to be properly inte-
grated with the Social Security Act
and will, therefore, not be considered
discriminatory.

(2)(i) For purposes of determining
whether a plan is properly integrated
with the Social Security Act, the
amount of old-age, survivors, and dis-
ability insurance benefits which may
be considered as attributable to em-
ployer contributions under the Federal
Insurance Contributions Act is com-
puted on the basis of the following:

(A) The rate at which the maximum
monthly old-age insurance benefit is
provided under the Social Security Act
is considered to be the average of (1)
the rate at which the maximum benefit
currently payable under the Act (i.e.,
in 1971) is provided to an employee re-
tiring at age 65, and (2) the rate at
which the maximum benefit ultimately
payable under the Act (i.e., in 2010) is
provided to an employee retiring at age
65. The resulting figure is 43 percent of
the average monthly wage on which
such benefit is computed.

(B) The total old-age, survivors, and
disability insurance benefits with re-
spect to an employee is considered to
be 162 percent of the employee’s old-
age insurance benefits. The resulting
figure is 70 percent of the average
monthly wage on which it is computed.

(C) In view of the fact that social se-
curity benefits are funded through
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equal contributions by the employer
and employee, 50 percent of such bene-
fits is considered attributable to em-
ployer contributions. The resulting fig-
ure is 35 percent of the average month-
ly wage on which the benefit is com-
puted.

Under these assumptions, the max-
imum old-age, survivors, and disability
insurance benefits which may be at-
tributed to employer contributions
under the Federal Insurance Contribu-
tions Act is an amount equal to 35 per-
cent of the earnings on which they are
computed. These computations take
into account all amendments to the
Society Security Act through the So-
cial Security Amendments of 1971 (85
Stat. 6). It is recognized, however, that
subsequent amendments to this Act
may increase the percentages described
in (A) or (B) of this subdivision (i), or
both. If this occurs, the method used in
this subparagraph for determining the
integration formula may result in a
figure under (C) of this subdivision (i)
which is greater than 35 percent and a
plan could be amended to adopt such
greater figure in its benefit formula. In
order to minimize future plan amend-
ments of this nature, an employer may
anticipate future changes in the Social
Security Act by immediately utilizing
such a higher figure, but not in excess
of 37%: percent, in developing its ben-
efit formula.

(ii) Under the rules provided in this
subparagraph, a classification of em-
ployees under a noncontributory pen-
sion or annuity plan which limits cov-
erage to employees whose compensa-
tion exceeds the applicable integration
level under the plan will not be consid-
ered discriminatory within the mean-
ing of section 401(a)(3)(B), where:

(A) The integration level applicable
to an employee is his covered com-
pensation, or is (1) in the case of an ac-
tive employee, a stated dollar amount
uniformly applicable to all active em-
ployees which is not greater than the
covered compensation of any active
employee, and (2) in the case of a re-
tired employee an amount which is not
greater than his covered compensation.
(For rules relating to determination of
an employee’s covered compensation,
see subdivision (iv) of this subpara-

graph.)
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(B) The rate at which normal annual
retirement benefits are provided for
any employee with respect to his aver-
age annual compensation in excess of
the plan’s integration level applicable
to him does not exceed 37%2 percent.

(C) Average annual compensation is
defined to mean the average annual
compensation over the highest 5 con-
secutive years.

(D) There are no benefits payable in
case of death before retirement.

(E) The normal form of retirement
benefits is a straight life annuity, and
if there are optional forms, the benefit
payments under each optional form are
actuarially equivalent to benefit pay-
ments under the normal form.

(F) In the case of any employee who
reaches normal retirement age before
completion of 15 years of service with
the employer, the rate at which normal
annual retirement benefits are pro-
vided for him with respect to his aver-
age annual compensation in excess of
the plan’s integration level applicable
to him does not exceed 2%. percent for
each year of service.

(G) Normal retirement age
lower than age 65.

(H) Benefits payable in case of retire-
ment or any other severance of em-
ployment before normal retirement age
cannot exceed the actuarial equivalent
of the maximum normal retirement
benefits, which might be provided in
accordance with (A) through (G) of this
subdivision (ii), multiplied by a frac-
tion, the numerator of which is the ac-
tual number of years of service of the
employee at retirement or severance,
and the denominator of which is the
total number of years of service he
would have had if he had remained in
service until normal retirement age. A
special disabled life mortality table
shall not be used in determining the
actuarial equivalent in the case of sev-
erance due to disability.

(iii) (A) If a plan was properly inte-
grated with old-age and survivors in-
surance benefits on July 5, 1968 (herein-
after referred to as an ‘‘existing plan’),
then, notwithstanding the fact that
such plan does not satisfy the require-
ments of subdivision (ii) of this sub-
paragraph, it will continue to be con-
sidered properly integrated with such
benefits until January 1, 1972. Such

is not
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plan will be considered properly inte-
grated after December 31, 1971, so long
as the benefits provided under the plan
for each employee equal the sum of—

(1) The benefits to which he would be
entitled under a plan which, on July 5,
1968, would have been considered prop-
erly integrated with old-age and sur-
vivors insurance benefits, and under
which benefits are provided at the
same (or a lesser) rate with respect to
the same portion of compensation with
respect to which benefits are provided
under the existing plan, multiplied by
the percentage of his total service with
the employer performed before a speci-
fied date not later than January 1, 1972;
and

(2) The benefits to which he would be
entitled under a plan satisfying the re-
quirements of subdivision (ii) of this
subparagraph, multiplied by the per-
centage of his total service with the
employer performed on and after such
specified date.

(B) A plan which, on July 5, 1968, was
properly integrated with old-age and
survivors insurance benefits will not be
considered not to be properly inte-
grated with such benefits thereafter
merely because such plan provides a
minimum benefit for each employee
(other than an employee who owns, di-
rectly or indirectly, stock possessing
more than 10 percent of the total com-
bined voting power or value of all
classes of stock of the employer cor-
poration) equal to the benefit to which
he would be entitled under the plan as
in effect on July 5, 1968, if he continued
to earn annually until retirement the
same amount of compensation as he
earned in 1967.

(C) If a plan was properly integrated
with old-age and survivors insurance
benefits on May 17, 1971, notwith-
standing the fact that such plan does
not satisfy the requirements of subdivi-
sion (ii) of this subparagraph, it will
continue to be considered properly in-
tegrated with such benefits until Janu-
ary 1, 1972.

(iv) For purposes of this subpara-
graph, an employee’s covered com-
pensation is the amount of compensa-
tion with respect to which old-age in-
surance benefits would be provided for
him under the Social Security Act (as
in effect at any uniformly applicable
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date occurring before the employee’s
separation from the service) if for each
year until he attains age 65 his annual
compensation is at least equal to the
maximum amount of earnings subject
to tax in each such year under the Fed-
eral Insurance Contributions Act. A
plan may provide that an employee’s
covered compensation is the amount
determined under the preceding sen-
tence rounded to the nearest whole
multiple of a stated dollar amount
which does not exceed $600.

(v) In the case of an integrated plan
providing benefits different from those
described in subdivision (ii) or (iii)
(whichever is applicable) of this sub-
paragraph, or providing benefits re-
lated to years of service, or providing
benefits purchasable by stated em-
ployer contributions, or under the
terms of which the employees con-
tribute, or providing a combination of
any of the foregoing variations, the
plan will be considered to be properly
integrated only if, as determined by
the Commissioner, the benefits pro-
vided thereunder by employer con-
tributions cannot exceed in value the
benefits described in subdivision (ii) or
(iif) (whichever is applicable) of this
subparagraph. Similar principles will
govern in determining whether a plan
is properly integrated if participation
therein is limited to employees earning
in excess of amounts other than those
specified in subdivision (iv) of this sub-
paragraph, or if it bases benefits or
contributions on compensation in ex-
cess of such amounts, or if it provides
for an offset of benefits otherwise pay-
able under the plan on account of old-
age, survivors, and disability insurance
benefits. Similar principles will govern
in determining whether a profit-shar-
ing or stock bonus plan is properly in-
tegrated with the Social Security Act.

(3) A plan supplementing the Social
Security Act and excluding all employ-
ees whose entire annual remuneration
constitutes ‘‘wages’ under section
3121(a)(1) will not, however, be deemed
discriminatory merely because, for ad-
ministrative convenience, it provides a
reasonable minimum benefit not to ex-
ceed $20 a month.

(4) Similar considerations, to the ex-
tent applicable in any case, will govern
classifications under a plan
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supplementing the benefits provided by
other Federal or State laws. See sec-
tion 401(a)(5).

(5) If a plan provides contributions or
benefits for a self-employed individual,
the rules relating to the integration of
such a plan with the contributions or
benefits under the Social Security Act
are set forth in paragraph (c) of §1.401-
11 and paragraph (h) of §1.401-12.

(6) This paragraph (e) does not apply
to plan years beginning on or after
January 1, 1989.

(f) An employer may designate sev-
eral trusts or a trust or trusts and an
annuity plan or plans as constituting
one plan which is intended to qualify
under section 401(a)(3), in which case
all of such trusts and plans taken as a
whole may meet the requirements of
such section. The fact that such com-
bination of trusts and plans fails to
qualify as one plan does not prevent
such of the trusts and plans as qualify
from meeting the requirements of sec-
tion 401(a).

(g) It is provided in section 401(a)(6)
that a plan will satisfy the require-
ments of section 401(a)(3), if on at least
one day in each quarter of the taxable
year of the plan it satisfies such re-
quirements. This makes it possible for
a new plan requiring contributions
from employees to qualify if by the end
of the quarter-year in which the plan is
adopted it secures sufficient contrib-
uting participants to meet the require-
ments of section 401(a)(3). It also af-
fords a period of time in which new
participants may be secured to replace
former participants, so as to meet the
requirements of either subparagraph
(A) or (B) of section 401(a)(3).

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11672, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10119, Sept. 17,
1963; T.D. 6982, 33 FR 16499, Nov. 13, 1968; T.D.
7134, 36 FR 13592, July 22, 1971; 36 FR 13990,
July 29, 1971; T.D. 8359, 56 FR 47614, Sept. 19,
1991]

§1.401-4 Discrimination as to con-
tributions or benefits (before 1994).

(@)(1)(i) In order to qualify under sec-
tion 401(a), a trust must not only meet
the coverage requirements of section
401(a)(3), but, as provided in section
401(a)(4), it must also be part of a plan
under which there is no discrimination
in contributions or benefits in favor of
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officers, shareholders, employees whose
principal duties consist in supervising
the work of other employees, or highly
compensated employees as against
other employees whether within or
without the plan.

(ii) Since, for the purpose of section
401, a profit-sharing plan is a plan
which provides for distributing the
funds accumulated under the plan after
a fixed number of years, the attain-
ment of a stated age, or upon the prior
occurrence of some event such as ill-
ness, disability, retirement, death, lay-
off, or severance of employment, any
amount allocated to an employee
which is withdrawn before the expira-
tion of such a period of time or the oc-
currence of such a contingency shall
not be considered in determining
whether the contributions under the
plan discriminate in favor of officers,
shareholders, employees whose prin-
cipal duties consist in supervising the
work of other employees, or highly
compensated employees. Thus, in case
a plan permits employees to receive
immediately the whole or any part of
the amounts allocated to their ac-
counts, or to have the whole or any
part of such amounts paid to a profit-
sharing plan for them, any amounts
which are received immediately shall
not, for the purpose of section 401, be
considered contributed to a profit-shar-
ing plan.

(iii) Funds in a stock bonus or profit-
sharing plan arising from forfeitures on
termination of service, or other reason,
must not be allocated to the remaining
participants in such a manner as will
effect the prohibited discrimination.
With respect to forfeitures in a pension
plan, see §1.401-7.

(2)(i) Section 401(a)(5) sets out cer-
tain provisions which will not in and of
themselves be discriminatory within
the meaning of section 401 a) (3) or (4).
See §1.401-3. Thus, a plan will not be
considered discriminatory merely be-
cause the contributions or benefits
bear a uniform relationship to total
compensation or to the basic or regular
rate of compensation, or merely be-
cause the contributions or benefits
based on that part of the annual com-
pensation of employees which is sub-
ject to the Federal Insurance Contribu-
tions Act (chapter 21 of the Code) differ
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from the contributions or benefits
based on any excess of such annual
compensation over such part. With re-
gard to the application of the rules of
section 401(a)(5) in the case of a plan
which benefits a self-employed indi-
vidual, see paragraph (c) of §1.401-11.

(if) The exceptions specified in sec-
tion 401(a)(5) are not an exclusive enu-
meration, but are merely a recital of
provisions  frequently  encountered
which will not of themselves constitute
forbidden discrimination in contribu-
tions or benefits.

(iii) Variations in contributions or
benefits may be provided so long as the
plan, viewed as a whole for the benefit
of employees in general, with all its at-
tendant circumstances, does not dis-
criminate in favor of employees within
the enumerations with respect to
which discrimination 1is prohibited.
Thus, benefits in a stock bonus or prof-
it-sharing plan which vary by reason of
an allocation formula which takes into
consideration years of service, or other
factors, are not prohibited unless they
discriminate in favor of such employ-
ees.

(b) A plan which excludes all employ-
ees whose entire remuneration con-
stitutes wages under section 3121(a)(1)
(relating to the Federal Insurance Con-
tributions Act), or a plan under which
the contributions or benefits based on
that part of an employee’s remunera-
tion which is excluded from ‘‘wages”
under such act differs from the con-
tributions or benefits based on that
part of the employee’s remuneration
which is not so excluded, or a plan
under which the contributions or bene-
fits differ because of any retirement
benefit created under State or Federal
law, will not be discriminatory because
of such exclusion or difference, pro-
vided the total benefits resulting under
the plan and under such law establish
an integrated and correlated retire-
ment system satisfying the tests of
section 401(a).

(c)(1) Although a qualified plan may
provide for termination at will by the
employer or discontinuance of con-
tributions thereunder, this will not of
itself prevent a trust from being a
qualified trust. However, a qualified
pension plan must expressly incor-
porate provisions which comply with
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the restrictions contained in subpara-
graph (2) of this paragraph at the time
the plan is established, unless (i) it is
reasonably certain at the inception of
the plan that such restrictions would
not affect the amount of contributions
which may be used for the benefit of
any employee, or (ii) the Commissioner
determines that such provisions are
not necessary to prevent the prohibited
discrimination that may occur in the
event of any early termination of the
plan. Although these provisions are the
only provisions required to be incor-
porated in the plan to prevent the dis-
crimination that may arise because of
an early termination of the plan, the
plan may in operation result in the dis-
crimination prohibited by section
401(a)(4), unless other provisions are
later incorporated in the plan. Any
pension plan containing a provision de-
scribed in this paragraph shall not fail
to satisfy section 411(a), (d)(2) and (d)(3)
merely by reason of such a plan provi-
sion. Paragraph (c)(7) of this section
sets forth special early termination
rules applicable to certain qualified de-
fined benefit plans for plan years af-
fected by the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (“ERISA™).
Paragraph (c)(7) of this section does
not contain all the rules required by
the enactment of ERISA.

(2)(i) If employer contributions under
a qualified pension plan may be used
for the benefit of an employee who is
among the 25 highest paid employees of
the employer at the time the plan is es-
tablished and whose anticipated annual
pension under the plan exceeds $1,500,
such plan must provide that upon the
occurrence of the conditions described
in subdivision (ii) of this subparagraph,
the employer contributions which are
used for the benefit of any such em-
ployee are restricted in accordance
with subdivision (iii) of this subpara-
graph.

(i) The restrictions described in sub-
division (iii) of this subparagraph be-
come applicable if—

(A) The plan is terminated within 10
years after its establishment,

(B) The benefits of an employee de-
scribed in subdivision (i) of this sub-
paragraph become payable within 10
years after the establishment of the
plan, or
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(C) The benefits of an employee de-
scribed in subdivision (i) of this sub-
paragraph become payable after the
plan has been in effect for 10 years, and
the full current costs of the plan for
the first 10 years have not been funded.
In the case of an employee described in
(B) of this subdivision, the restrictions
will remain applicable until the plan
has been in effect for 10 years, but if at
that time the full current costs have
been funded the restrictions will no
longer apply to the benefits payable to
such an employee. In the case of an em-
ployee described in (B) or (C) of this
subdivision, if at the end of the first 10
years the full current costs are not
met, the restrictions will continue to
apply until the full current costs are
funded for the first time.

(iii) The restrictions required under
subdivision (i) of this subparagraph
must provide that the employer con-
tributions which may be used for the
benefit of an employee described in
such subdivision shall not exceed the
greater of $20,000, or 20 percent of the
first $50,000 of the annual compensation
of such employee multiplied by the
number of years between the date of
the establishment of the plan and—

(A) The date of the termination of
the plan,

(B) In the case of an employee de-
scribed in subdivision (ii)(B) of this
subparagraph, the date the benefit of
the employee becomes payable, if be-
fore the date of the termination of the
plan, or

(C) In the case of an employee de-
scribed in subdivision (ii)(C) of this
subparagraph, the date of the failure to
meet the full current costs of the plan.
However, if the full current costs of the
plan have not been met on the date de-
scribed in (A) or (B) of this subdivision,
whichever is applicable, then the date
of the failure to meet such full current
costs shall be substituted for the date
referred to in (A) or (B) of this subdivi-
sion. For purposes of determining the
contributions which may be used for
the benefit of an employee when (b) of
this subdivision applies, the number of
years taken into account may be re-
computed for each year if the full cur-
rent costs of the plan are met for such
year.
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(iv) For purposes of this subpara-
graph, the employer contributions
which, at a given time, may be used for
the benefits of an employee include
any unallocated funds which would be
used for his benefits if the plan were
then terminated or the employee were
then to withdraw from the plan, as well
as all contributions allocated up to
that time exclusively for his benefits.

(v) The provisions of this subpara-
graph apply to a former or retired em-
ployee of the employer, as well as to an
employee still in the employer’s serv-
ice.

(vi) The following terms are defined
for purposes of this subparagraph—

(A) The term “‘benefits’ includes any
periodic income, any withdrawal values
payable to a living employee, and the
cost of any death benefits which may
be payable after retirement on behalf
of an employee, but does not include
the cost of any death benefits with re-
spect to an employee before retirement
nor the amount of any death benefits
actually payable after the death of an
employee whether such death occurs
before or after retirement.

(B) The term full current costs means
the normal cost, as defined in §1.404(a)-
6, for all years since the effective date
of the plan, plus interest on any un-
funded liability during such period.

(C) The term annual compensation of
an employee means either such em-
ployee’s average regular annual com-
pensation, or such average compensa-
tion over the last five years, or such
employee’s last annual compensation if
such compensation is reasonably simi-
lar to his average regular annual com-
pensation for the five preceding years.

(3) The amount of the employer con-
tributions which can be used for the
benefit of a restricted employee may be
limited either by limiting the annual
amount of the employer contributions
for the designated employee during the
period affected by the limitation, or by
limiting the amount of funds under the
plan which can be used for the benefit
of such employee, regardless of the
amount of employer contributions.

(4) The restrictions contained in sub-
paragraph (2) of this paragraph may be
exceeded for the purpose of making
current retirement income benefit pay-
ments to retired employees who would
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otherwise be subject to such restric-
tions, if—

(i) The employer contributions which
may be used for any such employee in
accordance with the restrictions con-
tained in subparagraph (2) of this para-
graph are applied either (A) to provide
level amounts of annuity in the basic
form of benefit provided for under the
plan for such employee at retirement
(or, if he has already retired, beginning
immediately), or (B) to provide level
amounts of annuity in an optional
form of benefit provided under the plan
if the level amount of annuity under
such optional form of benefit is not
greater than the level amount of annu-
ity under the basic form of benefit pro-
vided under the plan;

(ii) The annuity thus provided is sup-
plemented, to the extent necessary to
provide the full retirement income ben-
efits in the basic form called for under
the plan, by current payments to such
employee as such benefits come due;
and

(iii) Such supplemental payments are
made at any time only if the full cur-
rent costs of the plan have then been
met, or the aggregate of such supple-
mental payments for all such employ-
ees does not exceed the aggregate em-
ployer contributions already made
under the plan in the year then cur-
rent.

If disability income benefits are pro-
vided under the plan, the plan may
contain like provisions with respect to
the current payment of such benefits.
(5) If a plan has been changed so as to
increase substantially the extent of
possible discrimination as to contribu-
tions and as to benefits actually pay-
able in event of the subsequent termi-
nation of the plan or the subsequent
discontinuance of contributions there-
under, then the provisions of this para-
graph shall be applied to the plan as so
changed as if it were a new plan estab-
lished on the date of such change. How-
ever, the provision in subparagraph
(2)(iii) of this paragraph that the unre-
stricted amount of employer contribu-
tions on behalf of any employee is at
least $20,000 is applicable to the aggre-
gate amount contributed by the em-
ployer on behalf of such employee from
the date of establishment of the origi-
nal plan, and, for purposes of deter-
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mining if the employee’s anticipated
annual pension exceeds $1,500, both the
employer contributions on the employ-
ee’s behalf prior to the date of the
change in the plan and those expected
to be made on his behalf subsequent to
the date of the change (based on the
employee’s rate of compensation on the
date of the change) are to be taken into
account.

(6) This paragraph shall apply to tax-
able years of a qualified plan com-
mencing after September 30, 1963. In
the case of an early termination of a
qualified pension plan during any such
taxable year, the employer contribu-
tions which may be used for the benefit
of any employee must conform to the
requirements of this paragraph. How-
ever, any pension plan which is quali-
fied on September 30, 1963, will not be
disqualified merely because it does not
expressly include the provisions pre-
scribed in this paragraph.

(7)(i) A qualified defined benefit plan
subject to section 412 (without regard
to section 412(h)(2)) shall not be re-
quired to contain the restriction de-
scribed in paragraph (c)(2)(ii)(c) of this
section applicable to an employee in a
plan whose full current costs for the
first 10 years have not been funded.

(if) A qualified defined benefit plan
covered by section 4021(a) of ERISA
(“‘qualified Title IV plan’’) shall satisfy
the restrictions in paragraph (c)(2) of
this section only if the plan satisfies
this paragraph (c)(7). A plan satisfies
this paragraph (c)(7) by providing that
employer contributions which may be
used for the benefit of an employee de-
scribed in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion who is a substantial owner, as de-
fined in section 4022(b)(5) of ERISA,
shall not exceed the greater of the dol-
lar amount described in paragraph
(c)(2)(iii) of this section or a dollar
amount which equals the present value
of the benefit guaranteed for such em-
ployee under section 4022 of ERISA, or
if the plan has not terminated, the
present value of the benefit that would
be guaranteed if the plan terminated
on the date the benefit commences, de-
termined in accordance with regula-
tions of the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation (““PBGC”).
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(iii) A plan satisfies this paragraph
(c)(7) by providing that employer con-
tributions which may be used for the
benefit of all employees described in
paragraph (c)(2) of this section (other
than an employee who is a substantial
owner as defined in section 4022(b)(5) of
ERISA) shall not exceed the greater of
the dollar amount described in para-
graph (c)(2)(iii) of this section or a dol-
lar amount which equals the present
value of the maximum benefit de-
scribed in section 4022(b)(3)(B) of
ERISA (determined on the date the
plan terminates or on the date benefits
commence, whichever is earlier and de-
termined in accordance with regula-
tions of PBGC) without regard to any
other limitations in section 4022 of
ERISA.

(iv) A plan provision satisfying this
paragraph (c)(7) may be adopted by
amendment or by incorporation at the
time of establishment. Any allocation
of assets attributable to employer con-
tributions to an employee which ex-
ceeds the dollar limitation in this
paragraph (c)(7) may be reallocated to
prevent prohibited discrimination.

(v) The early termination rules in the
preceding subparagraphs (1) through (6)
apply to a qualified Title IV plan ex-
cept where such rules are determined
by the Commissioner to be inconsistent
with the rules of this paragraph (c)(7),
§1.411(d)-2, and section 4044(b)(4) of
ERISA. The early termination rules of
this paragraph (c)(7) contain some of
the rules under section 401(a)(4) and
(@)(7), as in effect on September 2, 1974,
and section 411(d) (2) and (3). Section
1.411(d)-2 also contains certain dis-
crimination and vesting rules which
are applicable to plan terminations.

(vi) Paragraph (c)(7) of this section
applies to plan terminations occurring
on or after March 12, 1984. For distribu-
tions not on account of plan termi-
nations, paragraph (c)(7) applies to dis-
tributions in plan years beginning after
December 31, 1983. However, a plan may
elect to apply that paragraph to dis-
tributions not on account of plan ter-
mination on or after January 10, 1984.

(d)(1) Except as provided in para-
graph (d)(2) of this section, the provi-
sions of this section do not apply to
plan years beginning on or after Janu-
ary 1, 1994. For rules applicable to plan
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years beginning on or after January 1,
1994, see §§1.401(a)(4)-1 through
1.401(a)(4)-13.

(2) In the case of plans maintained by
organizations exempt from income tax-
ation under section 501(a), including
plans subject to section 403(b)(12)(A)(i)
(nonelective plans), the provisions of
this section do not apply to plan years
beginning on or after January 1, 1996.
For rules applicable to plan years be-
ginning on or after January 1, 1996, see
§§1.401(a)(4)-1 through 1.401(a)(4)-13.

(Secs. 411 (d)(2) and (3) and 7805 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1954 (68A Stat. 917, 88
Stat. 912; 26 U.S.C. 411(d)(2) and (3) and 7805))

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11674, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10119, Sept. 17,
1963; T.D. 7934, 49 FR 1183, Jan. 10, 1984; 49 FR
2104, Jan. 18, 1984; T.D. 8360, 56 FR 47536,
Sept. 19, 1991; T.D. 8485, 58 FR 46778, Sept. 3,
1993]

§1.401-5 Period for which require-
ments of section 401(a) (3), (4), (5),
and (6) are applicable with respect
to plans put into effect before Sep-
tember 2, 1974.

A pension, profit-sharing, stock
bonus, or annuity plan shall be consid-
ered as satisfying the requirements of
section 401(a) (3), (4), (5), and (6) for the
period beginning with the date on
which it was put into effect and ending
with the 15th day of the third month
following the close of the taxable year
of the employer in which the plan was
put into effect, if all the provisions of
the plan which are necessary to satisfy
such requirements are in effect by the
end of such period and have been made
effective for all purposes with respect
to the whole of such period. Thus, if an
employer in 1954 adopts such a plan as
of January 1, 1954, and makes a return
on the basis of the calendar year, he
will have until March 15, 1955, to
amend his plan so as to make it satisfy
the requirements of section 401(a) (3),
4), (5), and (6) for the calendar year
1954 provided that by March 15, 1955, all
provisions of such plan necessary to
satisfy such requirements are in effect
and have been made retroactive for all
purposes to January 1, 1954, the effec-
tive date of the plan. If an employer is
on a fiscal year basis, for example,
April 1 to March 31, and in 1954 adopts
such a plan effective as of April 1, 1954,
he will have until June 15, 1955, to
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amend his plan so as to make it satisfy
the requirements of section 401(a) (3),
(4), (5), and (6) for the fiscal year begin-
ning April 1, 1954, provided that by
June 15, 1955, all provisions of such
plan necessary to satisfy such require-
ments are in effect and have been made
retroactive for all purposes to April 1,
1954, the effective date of the plan. It
should be noted that under section
401(b) the period in which a plan may
be amended to qualify under section
401(a) ends before the date on which
taxpayers other than corporations are
required to file income tax returns. See
section 6072. This section shall not
apply to any pension, profit-sharing,
stock bonus, or annuity plan put into
effect after September 1, 1974, and shall
not apply with respect to any disquali-
fying provision to which §1.401(b)-1 ap-
plies.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11674, Nov. 26, 1960; as
amended by T.D. 7436, 41 FR 42653, Sept. 28,
1976]

§1.401-6 Termination of a qualified
plan.

(@) General rules. (1) In order for a
pension, profit-sharing, or stock bonus
trust to satisfy the requirements of
section 401, the plan of which such
trust forms a part must expressly pro-
vide that, upon the termination of the
plan or upon the complete discontinu-
ance of contributions under the plan,
the rights of each employee to benefits
accrued to the date of such termi-
nation or discontinuance, to the extent
then funded, or the rights of each em-
ployee to the amounts credited to his
account at such time, are nonforfeit-
able. As to what constitutes nonforfeit-
able rights of an employee, see para-
graph (a)(2) of §1.402(b)-1.

(2)(i) A qualified plan must also pro-
vide for the allocation of any pre-
viously unallocated funds to the em-
ployees covered by the plan upon the
termination of the plan or the com-
plete discontinuance of contributions
under the plan. Such provision may be
incorporated in the plan at its incep-
tion or by an amendment made prior to
the termination of the plan or the dis-
continuance of contributions there-
under.

(ii) Any provision for the allocation
of unallocated funds is acceptable if it
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specifies the method to be used and
does not conflict with the provisions of
section 401(a)(4) and the regulations
thereunder. The allocation of
unallocated funds may be in cash or in
the form of other benefits provided
under the plan. However, the allocation
of the funds contributed by the em-
ployer among the employees need not
necessarily benefit all the employees
covered by the plan. For example, an
allocation may be satisfactory if pri-
ority is given to benefits for employees
over the age of 50 at the time of the
termination of the plan, or those who
then have at least 10 years of service, if
there is no possibility of discrimina-
tion in favor of employees who are offi-
cers, shareholders, employees whose
principal duties consist in supervising
the work of other employees, or highly
compensated employees.

(iii) Subdivisions (i) and (ii) of this
subparagraph do not require the alloca-
tion of amounts to the account of any
employee if such amounts are not re-
quired to be used to satisfy the liabil-
ities with respect to employees and
their beneficiaries under the plan (see
section 401(a)(2)).

(b) Termination defined. (1) Whether a
plan is terminated is generally a ques-
tion to be determined with regard to
all the facts and circumstances in a
particular case. For example, a plan is
terminated when, in connection with
the winding up of the employer’s trade
or business, the employer begins to dis-
charge his employees. However, a plan
is not terminated, for example, merely
because an employer consolidates or
replaces that plan with a comparable
plan. Similarly, a plan is not termi-
nated merely because the employer
sells or otherwise disposes of his trade
or business if the acquiring employer
continues the plan as a separate and
distinct plan of its own, or consolidates
or replaces that plan with a com-
parable plan. See paragraph (d)(4) of
§1.381(c)(11)-1 for the definition of com-
parable plan. In addition, the Commis-
sioner may determine that other plans
are comparable for purposes of this sec-
tion.

(2) For purposes of this section, the
term termination includes both a partial
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termination and a complete termi-
nation of a plan. Whether or not a par-
tial termination of a qualified plan oc-
curs when a group of employees who
have been covered by the plan are sub-
sequently excluded from such coverage
either by reason of an amendment to
the plan, or by reason of being dis-
charged by the employer, will be deter-
mined on the basis of all the facts and
circumstances. Similarly, whether or
not a partial termination occurs when
benefits or employer contributions are
reduced, or the eligibility or vesting
requirements under the plan are made
less liberal, will be determined on the
basis of all the facts and cir-
cumstances. However, if a partial ter-
mination of a qualified plan occurs, the
provisions of section 401(a)(7) and this
section apply only to the part of the
plan that is terminated.

(c) Complete discontinuance defined. (1)
For purposes of this section, a com-
plete discontinuance of contributions
under the plan is contrasted with a sus-
pension of contributions under the
plan, which is merely a temporary ces-
sation of contributions by the em-
ployer. A complete discontinuance of
contributions may occur although
some amounts are contributed by the
employer under the plan if such
amounts are not substantial enough to
reflect the intent on the part of the
employer to continue to maintain the
plan. The determination of whether a
complete discontinuance of contribu-
tions under the plan has occurred will
be made with regard to all the facts
and circumstances in the particular
case, and without regard to the amount
of any contributions made under the
plan by employees.

(2) In the case of a pension plan, a
suspension of contributions will not
constitute a discontinuance if—

(i) The benefits to be paid or made
available under the plan are not af-
fected at any time by the suspension,
and

(ii) The unfunded past service cost at
any time (which includes the unfunded
prior normal cost and unfunded inter-
est on any unfunded cost) does not ex-
ceed the unfunded past service cost as
of the date of establishment of the
plan, plus any additional past service
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or supplemental costs added by amend-
ment.

(3) In any case in which a suspension
of a profit-sharing plan is considered a
discontinuance, the discontinuance be-
comes effective not later than the last
day of the taxable year of the employer
following the last taxable year of such
employer for which a substantial con-
tribution was made under the profit-
sharing plan.

(d) Contributions or benefits which re-
main forfeitable. The provisions of this
section do not apply to amounts which
are reallocated to prevent the discrimi-
nation prohibited by section 401(a)(4)
(see paragraph (c) of §1.401-4).

(e) Effective date. This section shall
apply to taxable years of a qualified
plan commencing after September 30,
1963. In the case of the termination or
complete discontinuance (as defined in
this section) of any qualified plan dur-
ing any such taxable year, the rights
accorded to each employee covered
under the plan must conform to the re-
quirements of this section. However, a
plan which is qualified on September
30, 1963, will not be disqualified merely
because it does not expressly include
the provisions prescribed by this sec-
tion.

[T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10120, Sept. 17, 1963]

§1.401-7 Forfeitures under a qualified
pension plan.

(a) General rules. In the case of a trust
forming a part of a qualified pension
plan, the plan must expressly provide
that forfeitures arising from severance
of employment, death, or for any other
reason, must not be applied to increase
the benefits any employee would other-
wise receive under the plan at any time
prior to the termination of the plan or
the complete discontinuance of em-
ployer contributions thereunder. The
amounts so forfeited must be used as
soon as possible to reduce the employ-
er’s contributions under the plan. How-
ever, a qualified pension plan may an-
ticipate the effect of forfeitures in de-
termining the costs under the plan.
Furthermore, a qualified plan will not
be disqualified merely because a deter-
mination of the amount of forfeitures
under the plan is made only once dur-
ing each taxable year of the employer.
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(b) Examples. The rules of paragraph
(a) of this section may be illustrated by
the following examples:

Example (1). The B Company Pension Trust
forms a part of a pension plan which is fund-
ed by individual level annual premium annu-
ity contracts. The plan requires ten years of
service prior to obtaining a vested right to
benefits under the plan. One of the com-
pany’s employees resigns his position after
two years of service. The insurance company
paid to the trustees the cash surrender value
of the contract—$750. The B Company must
reduce its next contribution to the pension
trust by this amount.

Example (2). The C Corporation’s trusteed
pension plan has been in existence for 20
years. It is funded by individual contracts
issued by an insurance company, and the
premiums thereunder are paid annually.
Under such plan, the annual premium ac-
crued for the year 1966 is due and is paid on
January 2, 1966, and on July 1 of the same
year the plan is terminated due to the lig-
uidation of the employer. Some forfeitures
were incurred and collected by the trustee
with respect to those participants whose em-
ployment terminated between January 2 and
July 1. The plan provides that the amount of
such forfeitures is to be applied to provide
additional annuity benefits for the remain-
ing employees covered by the plan. The pen-
sion plan of the C Corporation satisfies the
provisions of section 401(a)(8). Although for-
feitures are used to increase benefits in this
case, this use of forfeitures is permissible
since no further contributions will be made
under the plan.

(c) Effective date. This section applies
to taxable years of a qualified plan
commencing after September 30, 1963.
However, a plan which is qualified on
September 30, 1963, will not be disquali-
fied merely because it does not ex-
pressly include the provisions pre-
scribed by this section.

[T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10121, Sept. 17, 1963]

§1.401-8 Custodial accounts prior to
January 1, 1974.

(a) Treatment of a custodial account as
a qualified trust. For taxable years of a
plan beginning after December 31, 1962,
a custodial account may be used, in
lieu of a trust, under any pension, prof-
it-sharing, or stock bonus plan, de-
scribed in section 401 if the require-
ments of paragraph (b) of this section
are met. A custodial account may be
used under such a plan, whether the
plan covers common-law employees,
self-employed individuals who are
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treated as employees by reason of sec-
tion 401(c), or both. The use of a custo-
dial account as part of a plan does not
preclude the use of a trust or another
custodial account as part of the same
plan. A plan under which a custodial
account is used may be considered in
connection with other plans of the em-
ployer in determining whether the re-
quirements of section 401 are satisfied.
For regulations relating to the period
after December 31, 1973, see §1.401(f)-11.

(b) Rules applicable to custodial ac-
counts. (1) A custodial account shall be
treated for taxable years beginning
after December 31, 1962, as a qualified
trust under section 401 if such account
meets the following requirements de-
scribed in subdivisions (i) through (iii)
of this subparagraph:

(i) The custodial account must sat-
isfy all the requirements of section 401
that are applicable to qualified trusts.
See subparagraph (2) of this paragraph.

(ii) The custodian of the custodial ac-
count must be a bank.

(iii) The custodial agreement pro-
vides that the investment of the funds
in the account is to be made—

(A) Solely in stock of one or more
regulated investment companies which
is registered in the name of the custo-
dian or its nominee and with respect to
which an employee who is covered by
the plan is the beneficial owner, or

(B) Solely in annuity, endowment, or
life insurance contracts, issued by an
insurance company and held by the
custodian until distributed pursuant to
the terms of the plan. For purposes of
the preceding sentence, a face-amount
certificate described in section 401(g)
and §1.401-9 is treated as an annuity
issued by an insurance company.

See subparagraphs (3) and (4) of this
paragraph.

(2) As a result of the requirement de-
scribed in subparagraph (1)(i) of this
paragraph (relating to the require-
ments applicable to qualified trusts),
the custodial account must, for exam-
ple, be created pursuant to a written
agreement which constitutes a valid
contract under local law. In addition,
the terms of the contract must make it
impossible, prior to the satisfaction of
all liabilities with respect to the em-
ployees and their beneficiaries covered
by the plan, for any part of the funds of



Internal Revenue Service, Treasury

the custodial account to be used for, or
diverted to, purposes other than for the
exclusive benefit of the employees or
their beneficiaries as provided for in
the plan (see paragraph (a) of §1.401-2).

(3) The requirement described in sub-
paragraph (1)(iii) of this paragraph, re-
lating to the investment of the funds of
the plan, applies, for example, to the
employer contributions under the plan,
any employee contributions under the
plan, and any earnings on such con-
tributions. Such requirement also ap-
plies to capital gains realized upon the
sale of stock described in (A) of such
subdivision, to any capital gain divi-
dends received in connection with such
stock, and to any refunds described in
section 852(b)(3)(D)(ii) (relating to un-
distributed capital gains of a regulated
investment company) which is received
in connection with such stock. How-
ever, since such requirement relates
only to the investment of the funds of
the plan, the custodian may deposit
funds with a bank, in either a checking
or savings account, while accumulating
sufficient funds to make additional in-
vestments or while awaiting an appro-
priate time to make additional invest-
ments.

(4) The requirement in subparagraph
() (iii)(A) of this paragraph that an em-
ployee covered by the plan be the bene-
ficial owner of the stock does not mean
that the employee who is the beneficial
owner must have a nonforfeitable in-
terest in the stock. Thus, a plan may
provide for forfeitures of an employee’s
interest in such stock in the same
manner as plans which use a trust. In
the event of a forfeiture of an employ-
ee’s beneficial ownership in the stock
of a regulated investment company,
the beneficial ownership of such stock
must pass to another employee covered
by the plan.

(c) Effects of qualification. (1) Any cus-
todial account which satisfies the re-
quirements of section 401(f) shall be
treated as a qualified trust for all pur-
poses of the Internal Revenue Code of
1954. Accordingly, such a custodial ac-
count shall be treated as a separate
legal person which is exempt from the
income tax by section 501(a). On the
other hand, such a custodial account is
required to file the returns described in
sections 6033 and 6047 and to supply any
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other information which a qualified
trust is required to furnish.

(2) In determining whether the funds
of a custodial account are distributed
or made available to an employee or
his beneficiary, the rules which under
section 402(a) are applicable to trusts
will also apply to the custodial account
as though it were a separate legal per-
son and not an agent of the employee.

(d) Effect of loss of qualification. If a
custodial account which has qualified
under section 401 fails to qualify under
such section for any taxable year, such
custodial account will not thereafter
be treated as a separate legal person,
and the funds in such account shall be
treated as made available within the
meaning of section 402(a)(1) to the em-
ployees for whom they are held.

(e) Definitions. For purposes of this
section—

(1) The term bank means a bank as
defined in section 401(d)(1).

(2) The term regulated investment com-
pany means any domestic corporation
which issues only redeemable stock
and is a regulated investment company
within the meaning of section 851(a)
(but without regard to whether such
corporation meets the limitations of
section 851(b)).

(Secs. 401(f)(2), 7805, Internal Revenue Code
of 1954 (88 Stat. 939 and 68A Stat. 917; 26
U.S.C. 401(f)(2), 7805))

[T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10121, Sept. 17, 1963, as
amended by T.D. 7565, 43 FR 41204, Sept. 15,
1978. Redesignated and amended by T.D. 7748,
46 FR 1695, Jan. 7, 1981]

§1.401-9 Face-amount certificates—
nontransferable annuity contracts.

(a) Face-amount certificates treated as
annuity contracts. Section 401(g) pro-
vides that a face-amount certificate (as
defined in section 2(a)(15) of the Invest-
ment Company Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C.
sec. 80a-2)) which is not transferable
within the meaning of paragraph (b)(3)
of this section shall be treated as an
annuity contract for purposes of sec-
tions 401 through 404 for any taxable
year of a plan subject to such sections
beginning after December 31, 1962. Ac-
cordingly, there may be established for
any such taxable year a qualified plan
under which such face-amount certifi-
cates are purchased for the partici-
pating employees without the creation
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of a trust or custodial account. How-
ever, for such a plan to qualify, the
plan must satisfy all the requirements
applicable to a qualified annuity plan
(see section 403(a) and the regulations
thereunder).

(b) Nontransferability of face-amount
certificates and annuity contracts. (1)(i)
Section 401(g) provides that, in order
for any face-amount certificate, or any
other contract issued after December
31, 1962, to be subject to any provision
under sections 401 through 404 which is
applicable to annuity contracts, as
compared to other forms of invest-
ment, such certificate or contract must
be nontransferable at any time when it
is held by any person other than the
trustee of a trust described in section
401(a) and exempt under section 501(a).
Thus, for example, in order for a group
or individual retirement income con-
tract to be treated as an annuity con-
tract, if such contract is not held by
the trustee of an exempt employees’
trust, it must satisfy the requirements
of this section. Furthermore, a face-
amount certificate or an annuity con-
tract will be subject to the tax treat-
ment under section 403(b) only if it sat-
isfies the requirements of section 401(g)
and this section. Any certificate or
contract in order to satisfy the provi-
sions of this section must expressly
contain the provisions that are nec-
essary to make such certificate or con-
tract not transferable within the mean-
ing of this paragraph.

(ii) In the case of any group contract
purchased by an employer under a plan
to which sections 401 through 404 apply,
the restriction on transferability re-
quired by section 401(g) and this sec-
tion applies to the interest of the em-
ployee participants under such group
contract but not to the interest of the
employer under such contract.

(2) If a trust described in section
401(a) which is exempt from tax under
section 501(a) distributes any annuity,
endowment, retirement income, or life
insurance contract, then the rules re-
lating to the taxability of the dis-
tributee of any such contract are set
forth in paragraph (a)(2) of §1.402(a)-1.

(3) A face-amount certificate or an
annuity contract is transferable if the
owner can transfer any portion of his
interest in the certificate or contract
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to any person other than the issuer
thereof. Accordingly, such a certificate
or contract is transferable if the owner
can sell, assign, discount, or pledge as
collateral for a loan or as security for
the performance of an obligation or for
any other purpose his interest in the
certificate or contract to any person
other than the issuer thereof. On the
other hand, for purposes of section
401(g), a face-amount certificate or an-
nuity contract is not considered to be
transferable merely because such cer-
tificate or contract, or the plan of
which it is a part, contains a provision
permitting the employee to designate a
beneficiary to receive the proceeds of
the certificate or contract in the event
of his death, or contains a provision
permitting the employee to elect to re-
ceive a joint and survivor annuity, or
contains other similar provisions.

(4) A material modification in the
terms of an annuity contract con-
stitutes the issuance of a new contract
regardless of the manner in which it is
made.

(c) Examples. The rules of this section
may be illustrated by the following ex-
amples:

Example (1). The P Employees’ Annuity
Plan is a nontrusteed plan which is funded
by individual annuity contracts issued by
the Y Insurance Company. Each annuity
contract issued by such company after De-
cember 31, 1962, provides, on its face, that it
is ““NOT TRANSFERABLE”. The terms of each
such contract further provide that, ““This
contract may not be sold, assigned, dis-
counted, or pledged as collateral for a loan
or as security for the performance of an obli-
gation or for any other purpose, to any per-
son other than this company.” The annuity
contracts of the P Employees’ Annuity Plan
satisfy the requirements of section 401(g) and
this section.

Example (2). The R Company Pension Trust
forms a part of a pension plan which is fund-
ed by individual level premium annuity con-
tracts. Such contracts are purchased by the
trustee of the R Company Pension Trust
from the Y Insurance Company. The trustee
of the R Company Pension Trust is the legal
owner of each such contract at all times
prior to the distribution of such contract to
a qualifying annuitant. The trustee pur-
chases such a contract on January 3, 1963, in
the name of an employee who qualifies on
that date for coverage under the plan. At the
time such contract is purchased, and while
the contract is held by the trustee of the R
Company Pension Trust, the contract does
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not contain any restrictions with respect to
its transferability. The annuity contract
purchased by the trustee of the R Company
Pension Trust satisfies the requirements of
section 401(g) and this section while it is held
by the trustee.

Example (3). A is the trustee of the X Cor-
poration’s Employees’ Pension Trust. The
trust forms a part of a pension plan which is
funded by individual level premium annuity
contracts. The trustee is the legal owner of
such contracts, but the employees covered
under the plan obtain beneficial interests in
such contracts after ten years of service with
the X Corporation. On January 15, 1980, A
distributes to D an annuity contract issued
to A in D’s name on June 25, 1959, and dis-
tributes to E an annuity contract issued to A
in E’s name on September 30, 1963. The con-
tract issued to D need not be nontransfer-
able, but the contract issued to E must be
nontransferable in order to satisfy the re-
quirements of section 401(g) and this section.

Example (4). The corpus of the Y Corpora-
tion’s Employees’ Pension Plan consists of
individual insurance contracts in the names
of the covered employees and an auxiliary
fund which is used to convert such policies
to annuity contracts at the time a bene-
ficiary of such trust retires. F retires on
June 15, 1963, and the trustee converts the in-
dividual insurance contract on F’s life to a
life annuity which is distributed to him. The
life annuity issued on F’s life must be non-
transferable in order to satisfy the require-
ments of section 401(g) and this section.

[T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10122, Sept. 17, 1963]

§1.401-10 Definitions relating to plans
covering self-employed individuals.

(@) In general. (1) Certain self-em-
ployed individuals may be covered by a
qualified pension, annuity, or profit-
sharing plan for taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 1962. This sec-
tion contains definitions relating to
plans covering self-employed individ-
uals. The provisions of §§1.401-1
through 1.401-9, relating to require-
ments which are applicable to all
qualified plans, are also generally ap-
plicable to any plan covering a self-em-
ployed individual. However, in addition
to such requirements, any plan cov-
ering a self-employed individual is sub-
ject to the rules contained in §§1.401-11
through 1.401-13. Section 1.401-11 con-
tains general rules which are applica-
ble to any plan covering a self-em-
ployed individual who is an employee
within the meaning of paragraph (b) of
this section. Section 1.401-12 contains
special rules which are applicable to

29

§1.401-10

plans covering self-employed individ-
uals when one or more of such individ-
uals is an owner-employee within the
meaning of paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion. Section 1.401-13 contains rules re-
lating to excess contributions by, or
for, an owner-employee. The provisions
of this section and of §§1.401-11 through
1.401-13 are applicable to taxable years
beginning after December 31, 1962.

(2) A self-employed individual is cov-
ered under a qualified plan during the
period beginning with the date a con-
tribution is first made by, or for, him
under the qualified plan and ending
when there are no longer funds under
the plan which can be used to provide
him or his beneficiaries with benefits.

(b) Treatment of a self-employed indi-
vidual as an employee. (1) For purposes
of section 401, a self-employed indi-
vidual who receives earned income
from an employer during a taxable
year of such employer beginning after
December 31, 1962, shall be considered
an employee of such employer for such
taxable year. Moreover, such an indi-
vidual will be considered an employee
for a taxable year if he would otherwise
be treated as an employee but for the
fact that the employer did not have net
profits for that taxable year. Accord-
ingly, the employer may cover such an
individual under a qualified plan dur-
ing years of the plan beginning with or
within a taxable year of the employer
beginning after December 31, 1962.

(2) If a self-employed individual is en-
gaged in more than one trade or busi-
ness, each such trade or business shall
be considered a separate employer for
purposes of applying the provisions of
sections 401 through 404 to such indi-
vidual. Thus, if a qualified plan is es-
tablished for one trade or business but
not the others, the individual will be
considered an employee only if he re-
ceived earned income with respect to
such trade or business and only the
amount of such earned income derived
from that trade or business shall be
taken into account for purposes of the
qualified plan.

(3)(i) The term employee, for purposes
of section 401, does not include a self-
employed individual when the term
““‘common-law’’ employee is used or
when the context otherwise requires
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that the term “‘employee’ does not in-
clude a self-employed individual. The
term ‘““‘common- law’’ employee also in-
cludes an individual who is treated as
an employee for purposes of section 401
by reason of the provisions of section
7701(a)(20), relating to the treatment of
certain full-time life insurance sales-
men as employees. Furthermore, an in-
dividual who is a common-law em-
ployee is not a self-employed indi-
vidual with respect to income attrib-
utable to such employment, even
though such income constitutes net
earnings from self-employment as de-
fined in section 1402(a). Thus, for exam-
ple, a minister who is a common-law
employee is not a self-employed indi-
vidual with respect to income attrib-
utable to such employment, even
though such income constitutes net
earnings from self-employment as de-
fined in section 1402(a).

(if) An individual may be treated as
an employee within the meaning of sec-
tion 401(c)(1) of one employer even
though such individual is also a com-
mon-law employee of another em-
ployer. For example, an attorney who
is a common-law employee of a cor-
poration and who, in the evenings
maintains an office in which he prac-
tices law as a self-employed individual
is an employee within the meaning of
section 401(c)(1) with respect to the law
practice. This example would not be al-
tered by the fact that the corporation
maintained a qualified plan under
which the attorney is benefited as a
common-law employee.

(4) For the purpose of determining
whether an employee within the mean-
ing of section 401(c)(1) satisfies the re-
quirements for eligibility under a
qualified plan established by an em-
ployer, such an employer may take
into account past services rendered by
such an employee both as a self-em-
ployed individual and as a common-law
employee if past services rendered by
other employees, including common-
law employees, are similarly taken
into account. However, an employer
cannot take into account only past
services rendered by employees within
the meaning of section 401(c)(1) if past
services rendered to such employer by
individuals who are, or were, common-
law employees are not taken into ac-
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count. Past service as described in this
subparagraph may be taken into ac-
count for the purpose of determining
whether an individual who is, or was,
an employee within the meaning of sec-
tion 401(c)(1) satisfies the requirements
for eligibility even if such service was
rendered prior to January 1, 1963. On
the other hand, past service cannot be
taken into account for purposes of de-
termining the contributions which may
be made on such an individual’s behalf
under a qualified plan.

(c) Definition of earned income—(1)
General rule. For purposes of section 401
and the regulations  thereunder,
““earned income’” means, in general,
net earnings from self-employment (as
defined in section 1402(a)) to the extent
such net earnings constitute compensa-
tion for personal services actually ren-
dered within the meaning of section
911(b).

(2) Net earnings from self-employment.
(i) The computation of the net earnings
from self-employment shall be made in
accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 1402(a) and the regulations there-
under, with the modifications and ex-
ceptions described in subdivisions (ii)
through (iv) of this subparagraph.
Thus, an individual may have net earn-
ings from self-employment, as defined
in section 1402(a), even though such in-
dividual does not have self-employ-
ment income, as defined in section
1402(b), and, therefore, is not subject to
the tax on self-employment income im-
posed by section 1401.

(ii) Items which are not included in
gross income for purposes of chapter 1
of the Code and the deductions prop-
erly attributable to such items must be
excluded from the computation of net
earnings from self-employment even
though the provisions of section 1402(a)
specifically require the inclusion of
such items. For example, if an indi-
vidual is a resident of Puerto Rico, so
much of his net earnings from self-em-
ployment as are excluded from gross
income under section 933 must not be
taken into account in computing his
net earnings from self-employment
which are earned income for purposes
of section 401.
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(iii) In computing net earnings from
self-employment for the purpose of de-
termining earned income, a self-em-
ployed individual may disregard only
deductions for contributions made on
his own behalf under a qualified plan.
However, such computation must take
into account the deduction allowed by
section 404 or 405 for contributions
under a qualified plan on behalf of the
common-law employees of the trade or
business.

(iv) For purposes of determining
whether an individual has net earnings
from self-employment and, thus,
whether he is an employee within the
meaning of section 401(c)(1), the excep-
tions in section 1402(c) (4) and (5) shall
not apply. Thus, certain ministers, cer-
tain members of religious orders, doc-
tors of medicine, and Christian Science
practitioners are treated for purposes
of section 401 as being engaged in a
trade or business from which net earn-
ings from self-employment are derived.
In addition, the exceptions in section
1402(c)(2) shall not apply in the case of
any individual who is treated as an em-
ployee under section 3121(d)(3) (A), (C),
or (D). Therefore, such individuals are
treated, for purposes of section 401, as
being engaged in a trade or business
from which net earnings from self-em-
ployment may be derived.

(3) Compensation for personal services
actually rendered. (i) For purposes of
section 401, the term ‘“‘earned income”
includes only that portion of an indi-
vidual’s net earnings from self-employ-
ment which constitutes earned income
as defined in section 911(b) and the reg-
ulations thereunder. Thus, such term
includes only professional fees and
other amounts received as compensa-
tion for personal services actually ren-
dered by the individual. There is ex-
cluded from ‘‘earned income” the
amount of any item of income, and any
deduction properly attributable to such
item, if such amount is not received as
compensation for personal services ac-
tually rendered. Therefore, an indi-
vidual who renders no personal services
has no ‘“‘earned income’ even though
such an individual may have net earn-
ings from self-employment from a
trade or business.

(ii) If a self-employed individual is
engaged in a trade or business in which
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capital is a material income-producing
factor, then, under section 911(b), his
earned income is only that portion of
the net profits from the trade or busi-
ness which constitutes a reasonable al-
lowance as compensation for personal
services actually rendered. However,
such individual’s earned income cannot
exceed 30 percent of the net profits of
such trade or business. The net profits
of the trade or business is not nec-
essarily the same as the net earnings
from self-employment derived from
such trade or business.

(4) Minimum earned income when both
personal services and capital are material
income-producing factors. (i) If a self-em-
ployed individual renders personal
services on a full-time, or substantially
full-time, basis to only one trade or
business, and if with respect to such
trade or business capital is a material
income-producing factor, then the
amount of such individual’s earned in-
come from the trade or business is con-
sidered to be not less than so much of
his share in the net profits of such
trade or business as does not exceed
$2,500.

(ii) If a self-employed individual ren-
ders substantial personal services to
more than one trade or business, and if
with respect to all such trades or busi-
nesses such self-employed individual
actually renders personal services on a
full-time, or substantially full-time,
basis, then the earned income of the
self-employed individual from trades or
businesses for which he renders sub-
stantial personal services and in which
both personal services and capital are
material income-producing factors is
considered to be not less than—

(A) So much of such individual’s
share of the net profits from all trades
or businesses in which he renders sub-
stantial personal services as does not
exceed $2,500, reduced by.

(B) Such individual’s share of the net
profits of any trade or business in
which only personal services is a mate-
rial income-producing factor.

However, in no event shall the share of
the net profits of any trade or business
in which capital is a material income-
producing factor be reduced below the
amount which would, without regard
to the provisions of this subdivision, be
treated as the earned income derived
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from such trade or business under sec-
tion 911(b). In making the computation
required by this subdivision, any trade
or business with respect to which the
individual renders substantial personal
services shall be taken into account ir-
respective of whether a qualified plan
has been established by such trade or
business.

(iii) If the provisions of subdivision
(i) of this subparagraph apply in deter-
mining the earned income of a self-em-
ployed individual, and such individual
is engaged in two or more trades or
businesses in which capital and per-
sonal services are material income-pro-
ducing factors, then the total amount
treated as the earned income shall be
allocated to each such trade or busi-
ness for which he performs substantial
personal services in the same propor-
tion as his share of net profits from
each such trade or business bears to his
share of the total net profits from all
such trades or businesses. Thus, in such
case, the amount of earned income at-
tributable to any such trade or busi-
ness is computed by multiplying the
total earned income as determined
under subdivision (ii) of this subpara-
graph by the individual’s net profits
from such trade or business and divid-
ing that product by the individual’s
total net profits from all such trades or
businesses.

(iv) For purposes of this subpara-
graph, the determination of whether an
individual renders personal services on
a full-time, or substantially full-time,
basis is to be made with regard to the
aggregate of the trades and businesses
with respect to which the employee
renders substantial personal services as
a common-law employee or as a self-
employed individual. However, for all
other purposes in applying the rules of
this subparagraph, a trade or business
with respect to which an individual is a
common-law employee shall be dis-
regarded.

(d) Definition of owner-employee. For
purposes of section 401 and the regula-
tions thereunder, the term ‘‘owner-em-
ployee’ means a proprietor of a propri-
etorship, or, in the case of a partner-
ship, a partner who owns either more
than 10 percent of the capital interest,
or more than 10 percent of the profits
interest, of the partnership. Thus, an

32

26 CFR Ch. | (4-1-05 Edition)

individual who owns only 2 percent of
the profits interest but 11 percent of
the capital interest of a partnership is
an owner-employee. A partner’s inter-
est in the profits and the capital of the
partnership shall be determined by the
partnership agreement. In the absence
of any provision regarding the sharing
of profits, the interest in profits of the
partners will be determined in the
same manner as their distributive
shares of partnership taxable income.
However, a guaranteed payment (as de-
scribed in section 707(c)) is not consid-
ered a distributive share of partnership
income for such purpose. See section
704(b), relating to the determination of
the distributive share by the income or
loss ratio, and the regulations there-
under. In the absence of a provision in
the partnership agreement, a partner’s
capital interest in a partnership shall
be determined on the basis of his inter-
est in the assets of the partnership
which would be distributable to such
partner upon his withdrawal from the
partnership, or upon liquidation of the
partnership, whichever is the greater.

(e) Definition of employer. (1) For pur-
poses of section 401, a sole proprietor is
considered to be his own employer, and
the partnership is considered to be the
employer of each of the partners. Thus,
an individual partner is not an em-
ployer who may establish a qualified
plan with respect to his services to the
partnership.

(2) Regardless of the provision of
local law, a partnership is deemed, for
purposes of section 401, to be con-
tinuing until such time as it is termi-
nated within the meaning of section
708, relating to the continuation of a
partnership.

[T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10123, Sept. 17, 1963]

§1.401-11 General rules relating to
plans covering self-employed indi-
viduals.

(a) Introduction. This section provides
certain rules which supplement, and
modify, the rules of §§1.401-1 through
1.401-9 in the case of a qualified pen-
sion, annuity, or profit-sharing plan
which covers a self-employed indi-
vidual who is an employee within the
meaning of section 401(c)(1). The provi-
sions of this section apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31,
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1962. Except as otherwise provided,
paragraphs (b) through (m) of this sec-
tion apply to taxable years beginning
after December 31, 1962. Paragraph (n)
of this section applies to plan years de-
termined in accordance with paragraph
(n)(1) of this section.

(b) General rules. (1) If the amount of
employer contributions for common-
law employees covered under a quali-
fied plan is related to the earned in-
come (as defined in section 401(c)(2)) of
a self-employed individual, or group of
self-employed individuals, such a plan
is a profit-sharing plan (as described in
paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of §1.401-1) since
earned income is dependent upon the
profits of the trade or business with re-
spect to which the plan is established.
Thus, for example, a plan, which pro-
vides that the employer will contribute
10 percent of the earned income of a
self-employed individual but no more
than $2,500, and that the employer con-
tribution on behalf of common-law em-
ployees shall be the same percentage of
their salaries as the contribution on
behalf of the self-employed individual
bears to his earned income, is a profit-
sharing plan, since the amount of the
employer’s contribution for common-
law employees covered under the plan
is related to the earned income of a
self-employed individual and thereby
to the profits of the trade or business.
On the other hand, for example, a plan
which defines the compensation of any
self-employed individual as his earned
income and which provides that the
employer will contribute 10 percent of
the compensation of each employee
covered under the plan is a pension
plan since the contribution on behalf of
common-law employees is fixed with-
out regard to whether the self-em-
ployed individual has earned income or
the amount thereof.

(2) The Self-Employed Individuals
Tax Retirement Act of 1962 (76 Stat.
809) permits self-employed individuals
to be treated as employees and there-
fore included in qualified plans, but it
is clear that such law requires such
self-employed individuals to provide
benefits for their employees on a non-
discriminatory basis. Self-employed in-
dividuals will not be considered as pro-
viding contributions or benefits for an
employee to the extent that the wages
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or salary of the employee covered
under the plan are reduced at or about
the time the plan is adopted.

(3) In addition to permitting self-em-
ployed individuals to participate in
qualified plans, the Self-Employed In-
dividuals Tax Retirement Act of 1962
extends to such individuals some of the
tax benefits allowed common-law em-
ployee-participants in such plans. How-
ever, the tax benefits allowed a self-
employed individual are restricted by
the limits which are placed on the de-
ductions allowed for contributions on
such an individual’s behalf. In view of
these restrictions on the tax benefits
extended to any self-employed indi-
vidual, a self-employed individual par-
ticipating in a qualified plan may not
participate in any forfeitures. There-
fore, in the case of a qualified plan
which covers any self-employed indi-
vidual, a separate account must be es-
tablished for each self-employed indi-
vidual to which no forfeitures can be
allocated.

(c) Requirements as to coverage. (1) In
general, section 401(a)(3) and the regu-
lations thereunder prescribe the cov-
erage requirements which a qualified
plan must satisfy. However, if such a
plan covers self-employed individuals
who are not owner-employees, it must,
in addition to satisfying such require-
ments, satisfy the requirements of this
paragraph. If any owner-employee is
covered under a qualified plan, the pro-
visions of this paragraph do not apply,
but the provisions of section 401(d), in-
cluding section 401(d)(3), do apply (see
§1.401-12).

(2)(i) Section 401(a)(3)(B) provides
that a plan may satisfy the coverage
requirements for qualification if it cov-
ers such employees as qualify under a
classification which is found not to dis-
criminate in favor of employees who
are officers, shareholders, persons
whose principal duties consist in super-
vising the work of other employees, or
highly compensated employees. Sec-
tion 401(a)(5) sets forth certain classi-
fications that will not in themselves be
considered discriminatory. Under such
section, a classification which excludes
all employees whose entire remunera-
tion constitutes ‘“‘wages’ under section
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3121(a)(1), will not be considered dis-
criminatory merely because of such ex-
clusion. Similarly, a plan which in-
cludes all employees will not be consid-
ered discriminatory solely because the
contributions or benefits based on that
part of their remuneration which is ex-
cluded from ‘‘wages’” under section
3121(a)(1) differ from the contributions
or benefits based on that part of their
remuneration which is not so excluded.
However, in determining if a classifica-
tion is discriminatory under section
401(a)(3)(B), consideration will be given
to whether the total benefits resulting
to each employee under the plan and
under the Social Security Act, or under
the Social Security Act only, establish
an integrated and correlated retire-
ment system satisfying the tests of
section 401(a). A plan which covers self-
employed individuals, none of whom is
an owner-employee, may also be inte-
grated with the contributions or bene-
fits under the Social Security Act. In
such a case, the portion of the earned
income (as defined in section 401(c)(2))
of such an individual which does not
exceed the maximum amount which
may be treated as self-employment in-
come under section 1402(b)(1), and
which is derived from the trade or busi-
ness with respect to which the plan is
established, shall be treated as
““‘wages’” under section 3121(a)(1) sub-
ject to the tax imposed by section 3111
(relating to the tax on employers) for
purposes of applying the rules of para-
graph (e)(2) of §1.401-3, relating to the
determination of whether a plan is
properly integrated. However, if the
plan covers an owner-employee, the
rules relating to the integration of the
plan with the contributions or benefits
under the Social Security Act con-
tained in paragraph (b) of §1.401-12
apply.

(ii) Certain of the classifications enu-
merated in section 401(a)(5) do not
apply to plans which provide contribu-
tions or benefits for any self-employed
individual. Since self-employed indi-
viduals are not salaried or clerical em-
ployees, the provision in section
401(a)(5) permitting a plan, in certain
cases to cover only this type of em-
ployee is inapplicable to plans which
cover any self-employed individual.
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(iii) The classifications enumerated
in section 401(a)(5) are not exclusive,
and it is not necessary that a qualified
plan cover all employees or all full-
time employees. Plans may qualify
even though coverage is limited in ac-
cordance with a particular classifica-
tion incorporated in the plan, provided
the effect of covering only such em-
ployees as satisfy such eligibility re-
quirement does not result in the pro-
hibited discrimination.

(d) Discrimination as to contributions or
benefits—(1) In general. In order for a
plan to be qualified, there must be no
discrimination in contributions or ben-
efits in favor of employees who are offi-
cers, shareholders, supervisors, or high-
ly compensated, as against other em-
ployees whether within or without the
plan. A self-employed individual, by
reason of the contingent nature of his
compensation, is considered to be a
highly-compensated employee, and
thus is a member of the group in whose
favor discrimination is prohibited. In
determining whether the prohibited
discrimination exists, the total em-
ployer contribution on behalf of a self-
employed individual shall be taken
into account regardless of the fact that
only a portion of such contribution is
allowed as a deduction. For additional
rules relating to discrimination as to
contributions or benefits with regard
to plans covering any owner-employee,
see §1.401-12.

(2) Base for computing contributions or
benefits. (i) A plan which is otherwise
qualified is not considered discrimina-
tory merely because the contributions
or benefits provided under the plan
bear a uniform relationship to the
total compensation, basic compensa-
tion, or regular rate of compensation of
the employees, including self-employed
individuals, covered under the plan.

(ii) In the case of a self-employed in-
dividual who is covered under a quali-
fied plan, the total compensation of
such individual is the earned income
(as defined in section 401(c)(2)) which
such individual derives from the em-
ployer’s trade or business, or trades or
businesses, with respect to which the
qualified plan is established. Thus, for
example, in the case of a partner, his
total compensation includes both his
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distributive share of partnership in-
come, whether or not distributed, and
guaranteed payments described in sec-
tion 707(c) made to him by the partner-
ship establishing the plan, to the ex-
tent that such income constitutes
earned income as defined in section
401(c)(2).

(iii)(A) The basic or regular rate of
compensation of any self-employed in-
dividual is that portion of his earned
income which bears the same ratio to
his total earned income derived from
the trade or business, or trades or busi-
nesses, with respect to which the quali-
fied plan is established as the aggre-
gate basic or regular compensation of
all common-law employees covered
under the plan bears to the aggregate
total compensation of such employees
derived from such trade or business, or
trades or businesses.

(B) If an employer establishes two or
more plans which satisfy the require-
ments of section 401(a) separately, and
only one such plan covers a self-em-
ployed individual, the determination of
the basic or regular rate of compensa-
tion of such self-employed individual is
made with regard to the compensation
of common-law employees covered
under the plan which provides con-
tributions or benefits for such self-em-
ployed individual. On the other hand, if
two or more plans must be considered
together in order to satisfy the require-
ments of section 401(a), the computa-
tion of the basic or regular rate of com-
pensation of a self-employed individual
must be made with regard to the com-
pensation of the common-law employ-
ees covered by so many of such plans as
are required to be taken together in
order to satisfy the qualification re-
quirements of section 401(a).

(3) Discriminatory contributions. If a
discriminatory contribution is made
by, or for, a self-employed individual
who is an employee within the meaning
of section 401(c)(1) because of an erro-
neous assumption as to the earned in-
come of such individual, the plan will
not be considered discriminatory if
adequate adjustment is made to re-
move such discrimination. In the case
of any self-employed individual who is
an owner-employee, the amount of any
excess contribution to be returned and
the manner in which it is to be repaid
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are determined by the provisions of
section 401(d)(8) and (e). However, if
any self-employed individual, including
any owner-employee, has not made the
full contribution permitted to be made
on his behalf as an employee, then, if
the plan expressly provides, so much of
any excess contribution by such self-
employed individual’s employer as
may, under the provisions of the plan,
be treated as a contribution made by
such individual as an employee can be
so treated.

(e) Distribution of entire interest. (1) If
a trust forms part of a plan which cov-
ers a self-employed individual, such
trust shall constitute a qualified trust
under section 401 only if the plan of
which such trust is a part expressly
provides that the entire interest of
each employee, including any common-
law employee, will be distributed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of sub-
paragraph (2) or (3) of this paragraph.

(2) Unless the provisions of subpara-
graph (3) of this paragraph apply, the
entire interest of each employee (in-
cluding contributions he has made on
his own behalf, contributions made on
his behalf by his employer, and interest
thereon) must be actually distributed
to such employee—

(i) In the case of an employee, other
than an individual who is, or has been,
an owner-employee under the plan, not
later than the last day of the taxable
year of such employee in which he at-
tains the age of 70%2, or not later than
the last day of the taxable year in
which such employee retires, which-
ever is later, and

(i) In the case of an employee who is,
or has been, an owner-employee under
the plan, not later than the last day of
the taxable year in which he attains
the age of 70%-.

(3) In lieu of distributing an employ-
ee’s entire interest in a qualified plan
as provided in subparagraph (2) of this
paragraph, such interest may be dis-
tributed commencing no later than the
last taxable year described in such sub-
paragraph (2). In such case, the plan
must expressly provide that the entire
interest of such an employee shall be
distributed to him and his bene-
ficiaries, in a manner which satisfies
the requirements of subparagraph (5) of
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this paragraph, over any of the fol-
lowing periods (or any combination
thereof)—

(i) The life of the employee, or

(i) The lives of the employee and his
spouse, or

(iii) A period certain not longer than
the life expectancy of the employee, or

(iv) A period certain not longer than
the joint life and last survivor expect-
ancy of the employee and his spouse.

(4) For purposes of subparagraphs (3)
and (5) of this paragraph, the deter-
mination of the life expectancy of the
employee or the joint life and last sur-
vivor expectancy of the employee and
his spouse is to be made either (i) only
once, at the time the employee re-
ceives the first distribution of his en-
tire interest under the plan, or (ii) peri-
odically, in a consistent manner. Such
life expectancy or joint life and last
survivor expectancy cannot exceed the
period computed by the use of the ex-
pected return multiples in §1.72-9, or,
in the case of payments under a con-
tract issued by an insurance company,
the period computed by use of the life
expectancy tables of such company.

(5) If an employee’s entire interest is
to be distributed over a period de-
scribed in subparagraph (3) of this
paragraph, then the amount to be dis-
tributed each year must be at least an
amount equal to the quotient obtained
by dividing the entire interest of the
employee under the plan at the time
the distribution is made (expressed in
either dollars or units) by the life ex-
pectancy of the employee, or joint life
and last survivor expectancy of the em-
ployee and his spouse (whichever is ap-
plicable), determined in accordance
with the provisions of subparagraph (4)
of this paragraph. However, no dis-
tribution need be made in any year, or
a lesser amount may be distributed, if
the aggregate amounts distributed by
the end of that year are at least equal
to the aggregate of the minimum
amounts required by this subparagraph
to have been distributed by the end of
such year.

(6) If an employee’s entire interest is
distributed in the form of an annuity
contract, then the requirements of sec-
tion 401(a)(9) are satisfied if the dis-
tribution of such contract takes place
before the end of the latest taxable
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year described in subparagraph (2) of
this paragraph, and if the employee’s
interest will be paid over a period de-
scribed in subparagraph (3) of this
paragraph and at a rate which satisfies
the requirements of subparagraph (5) of
this paragraph.

(7) The requirements of section
401(a)(9) do not preclude contributions
from being made on behalf of an owner-
employee under a qualified plan subse-
quent to the taxable year in which the
distribution of his entire interest is re-
quired to commence. Thus, if all other
requirements for qualification are sat-
isfied, a qualified plan may provide
contributions for an owner-employee
who has already attained age 70%.
However, a distribution of benefits at-
tributable to contributions made on be-
half of an owner-employee in a taxable
year beginning after the taxable year
in which he attains the age of 70%
must satisfy the requirements of sub-
paragraph (3) of this paragraph. Thus,
if an owner-employee has already at-
tained the age of 70%z at the time the
first contribution is made on his be-
half, the distribution of his entire in-
terest must commence in the year in
which such contribution is first made
on his behalf.

(8) This paragraph shall not apply
and an otherwise qualified trust will
not be disqualified if the method of dis-
tribution under the plan is one which
was designated by a common-law em-
ployee prior to October 10, 1962, and
such method of distribution is not in
accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 401(a)(9). Such exception applies
regardless of whether the actual dis-
tribution of the entire interest of an
employee making such a designation,
or any portion of such interest, has
commenced prior to October 10, 1962.

[T.D. 6675, 28 FR 10124, Sept. 17, 1963, as
amended by T.D. 6982, 33 FR 16500, Nov. 13,
1968]

§1.401-12 Requirements for qualifica-
tion of trusts and plans benefiting
owner-employees.

(a) Introduction. This section pre-
scribes the additional requirements
which must be met for qualification of
a trust forming part of a pension or
profit-sharing plan, or of an annuity
plan, which covers any self-employed
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individual who is an owner-employee as
defined in section 401(c)(3). However, to
the extent that the provisions of
§1.401-11 are not modified by the provi-
sions of this section, such provisions
are also applicable to a plan which cov-
ers an owner-employee. The provisions
of this section apply to taxable years
beginning after December 31, 1962. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided, paragraphs
(b) through (m) of this section apply to
taxable years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 1962. Paragraph (n) of this sec-
tion applies to plan years determined
in accordance with paragraph (n)(1) of
the section.

(b) General rules. (1) The qualified
plan and trust of an unincorporated
trade or business does not have to sat-
isfy the additional requirements for
qualification merely because an owner-
employee derives earned income (as de-
fined in section 401(c)(2)) from the
trade or business with respect to which
the plan is established. Such additional
requirements need be satisfied only if
an owner-employee is actually covered
under the plan of the employer. An
owner-employee may only be covered
under a plan of an employer if such
owner-employee has so consented.
However, the consent of the owner-em-
ployee may be either expressed or im-
plied. Thus, for example, if contribu-
tions are, in fact, made on behalf of an
owner-employee, such owner-employee
is considered to have impliedly con-
sented to being covered under the plan.

(2) A qualified plan covering an
owner-employee must be a definite
written program and arrangement set-
ting forth all provisions essential for
qualification at the time such plan is
established. Therefore, for example,
even though the owner-employee is the
only employee covered under the plan
at the time the plan is established, the
plan must incorporate all the provi-
sions relating to the eligibility and
benefits of future employees.

(c) Bank trustee. (1)(i) If a trust cre-
ated after October 9, 1962, is to form a
part of a qualified pension or profit-
sharing plan covering an owner-em-
ployee, or if a trust created before Oc-
tober 10, 1962, but not exempt from tax
on October 9, 1962, is to form part of
such a plan, the trustee of such trust
must be a bank as defined in paragraph
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(c)(2) of this section, unless an excep-
tion contained in paragraph (c)(4) of
this section applies, or paragraph (n) of
this section applies.

(ii) The provisions of this paragraph
do not apply to an employees’ trust
created prior to October 10, 1962, if such
trust was exempt from tax on October
9, 1962, even though the plan of which
such trust forms a part is amended
after December 31, 1962, to cover any
owner-employee. Although the trustee
of a trust described in the preceding
sentence need not be a bank, all other
requirements for the qualification of
such a trust must be satisfied at the
time an owner-employee is first cov-
ered under such plan.

(2) The term bank as used in this
paragraph means—

(i) A bank as defined in section 581;

(ii) A corporation which, under the
laws of the State of its incorporation
or under the laws of the District of Co-
lumbia, is subject to both the super-
vision of, and examination by, the au-
thority in such jurisdiction in charge
of the administration of the banking
laws;

(iii) In the case of a trust created or
organized outside of the United States,
that is, outside the States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, a bank or trust com-
pany, wherever incorporated, exer-
cising fiduciary powers and subject to
both supervision and examination by
governmental authority;

(iv) Beginning on January 1, 1974, an
insured credit union (within the mean-
ing of section 101 (6) of the Federal
Credit Union Act, 12 U.S.C. 1752 (6)).

(3) Although a bank is required to be
the trustee of a qualified trust, another
person, including the employer, may be
granted the power in the trust instru-
ment to control the investment of the
trust funds either by directing invest-

ments, including reinvestments, dis-
posals, and exchanges, or by dis-
approving proposed investments, in-

cluding reinvestments, disposals, or ex-
changes.

(4)(i) This paragraph does not apply
to a trust created or organized outside
the States and the District of Columbia
before October 10, 1962, if, on October 9,
1962, such trust is described in section
402(c) as an organization treated as if it
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was a trust exempt from tax under sec-
tion 501(a).

(i) In addition, the requirement that
the trustee must be a bank does not
apply to a qualified trust forming a
part of a pension or profit-sharing plan
if—

(A) The investments of all the funds
in such trust are in annuity, endow-
ment, or life insurance contracts,
issued by a company which is a life in-
surance company as defined in section
801(a) during the taxable year imme-
diately preceding the year that such
contracts are originally purchased;

(B) All the proceeds which are, or
may become, payable under the con-
tract are payable directly to the em-
ployee or his beneficiary;

(C) The plan contains a provision to
the effect that the employer is to sub-
stitute a bank as a trustee or custodian
of the contracts if the employer is noti-
fied by the district director that such
substitution is required because the
trustee is not keeping such records, or
making such returns, or rendering such
statements, as are required by forms or
regulations.

However, a qualified trust may only
purchase insurance protection to the
extent permitted under a qualified plan
(see paragraph (b)(1) (i) and (ii) of
§1.401-1).

(5) An employer may designate sev-
eral trusts (or custodial accounts) or a
trust or trusts and an annuity plan or
plans as constituting parts of a single
plan which is intended to satis